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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
COUNTRY WATER ST."PPL]E.'S.
As to Great Southern Scheme.

Hon. A. L, LOTON asked the Chief Sce-
retary:

1, As the State Government has not to
date given any notification of its intention to
introduce, during the present session of Par-
linment, any legislation to provide a water
scheme for the Great Southern distriets, is
it right to assume that ne such legislation
will be introduced during this session?

2, Have plans for such a scheme been pre-
pared?

3, If so, what is delaying the introduction
of the necessary legislation?

4, Is it first necessary to present such
plans to the Commonweatth Government
with a view to obtaining finanecial assistance
therefrom?

5, Tf so, what action has been taken?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

1, Legislation may be introduced during
the eurrent session, but owing to the lateness
of the session may have to be held over until
next session which may possibly be held early
in 1946.

2, Yes, substantially.

3, The nccessity of obtaining a deeision
from the Commonwealth- Government as {o
the measure of financial assistanee it is will-
ing to make available in connection with the
scheme.

4, Yes.

[COUNCIL.]

3, A comprehensive “case” has been pre-
pared for submission to the Commonwealth
Government and will be submitted in the
near future. Copies of the “case” will be
made available to members of Parliament
when the appropriate legislation is intro-
duced.

LAKE GRACE HOSPITAL.
As to Shortage of Staf.

Hon, A. THOMSON asked the Chief Sec-
retary: Is the Minister aware that, owing to
lack of stafl, Lake Grace Hospital is in grave
danger of being closed down. If so, will the
Government give consideration to paying a
very substantial bonus over and above the
rates permitted to be paid to nurses and staff
so as to encourage staff to go out into the
country distriets for at least a minimum of
three months? :

THI CHIEF SECRETARY veplied: The
Minister is aware that Lake Grace Hospital,
in common with a number of others is
seriously embarrassed by lack of staff and he
has heen in constant touch with the Com-
monwealth authorities in order to ohtain the
release from the Services of nurses and others
interested in the nursing profession. The
AMinister also points out that the course
suggested by the hon. member would con-
stitute a bhreach of the law,

BILL—COMMONWEALTH POWERS.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—-INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Dehate resumed from the 15th November.

HON. C. F, BAXTER (East) [4.40]:
The prineipal Act was brought into existenee
during the war period; and, natorally, now
that the war is over, we shall find discrepan-
cies in this legislation. With the Bill before
us we ean do nothing at present except pass
it. T feel, however, that T ought to put a
ease before the Government,.so that when the
period of the re-enactment of this legisla-
tion cxpires, the Government will see fit to
overhaul all, or at least portion, of it. The
particular portion to which I shall refer
affects only the States of South Australia and
Western Australia; it has been excluded from
the fair rents legislation in the other States.
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We hear both in the city and in the country
that lieensees of hotels only give considera-
tion to the part of the premises where drink
is sold, as there they draw the most revenue
from their business. They do not trouble
to give proper service to the travelling publie,
cither in the way of accommodation or the
provision of meals.

By the regulations made under the Act
the owner is unable te do anything about
the matter. Fis position is almost im-
possible, It is most difficult from the stand-
point of the owners, hecause there is no
hope of their heing able to resume passession
of the premises, or even to oust the tenant
and substitute another tenant in his place;
that is, of course, unless a tenant is con-
vieted under the licensing laws or the Licens-
ing Court refuses a renewal of the license. It
is, however, dificult—in faet, almost impos-
sible—to secure evidence necessary for a con-
viction. The Licensing Court only reviews
licenses annually. Great harm could he done
hefore the owner eonld be placed in a posi-
tion to evict a tenant who is not eoendueting
his hotel in the best interests of the publie
generally.  Moreover, even if a eonviction
is obtained the owner is still unable to obtain
possession until an application is made and
granted under the wartime legislation. For
certain breaches of the licensing law a tenant
forfeits the license and then an impossible
position is ereated. Even if the Licensing
Court merely refuses to grant a renewal of
the license, the same diffieulty arises.

It is necessary for the owner to take im-
mediate steps to proteet the license; but,
as T have said, it is necessary under the war-
time legislation for the owner to obtain
the leave of the court to re-enter into pos-
session; this results in delay, and a pro-
longed delay may endanger a license for all
time. Ficensed premises differ from ordi-
nary premises inasmuch as speeial provi-
sion is made for licensed premises under
the Licensing Act. That Act is designed
to proteet the interests of the public, That
is the point I make. The restristions in the
legislation which we are now considering
clog or reduce the effectiveness of the Li-
censing Aet. This aspect and the differ-
ence hetween licensed premises and ordi-
nAry premises is recognised in the other
States, as licensed premises are expressly
excluded from the restrictive legislation in
those States.
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Western Australia and South Australia
are the only States where it is desirable,
in the interests of the bhetter conduet of
hotels, for legislation to be passed to bring
those States into line with the other States,
in order that there may be stricter super-
vision over our hotels and that lessees of
licensed premises should not be permitted
to continue to sheller under the restrictive
legislation enncted in wartime. That is why
I say it has bevome necessary from now
on not to bring forward Bills such as the
present one. I am not eriticising the Gov-
ernment for doing so, but we shonld have a
review of this legislation, It is advisable
to review the effeet of the National
Security Regulations and our local regula-
tions relating to landlord and tenant. The
two main objects of the regulations and
legislation are— '

(1) to secure stability of remtal values; and

(b) to ensure to tenants a measure of free-

dom from ejectment.
The first National Security Regulations
dealing with the matter appeared on the
27th September, 1939, under the name of
Fair Rents Regulations. They were super-
seded by the Landlord and Tenant Regulun-
tions. The regulations, so far as they
apply to fixation of rent, were declared to
apply to the States of New South Wales,
Victoria, Queensland and Tasmania, but
no declaration was made in relation to the
seope of Western Anstralia or South Aus-
tralia, as these States had already passed
legislation dealing with the subject, ie,
the inerease of Rent (War Restrictions)
Act, 1939, of this State. When applying
the rent provisions of the regulations to
the States of New Soutk Wales, Vietoria,
Queensland and  Tasmania, premises
licensed for the sale of spirituous or ferment-
ed liquors were expressly exempted. The
provisions of the regulations relating to
restrictions on ejectment were made to
apply to each State, including the States of
Western Australia and South Australia;
and, so far as Western Ausiralia was con-
eerned, these provisions superseded - the
State legislation on the suhjeet as contain-
ed in Section 12 of the Increase of Rent
(War Restrictions) Act, 1939.

The provisions of the regulations in rela-
tion to vestrietions on ejectment did not,
however, apply to licensed premises in the
States of New South Waies, Victoria,
Queensland and Tasmania.  That is the
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bone of eontention; they do not apply
there, but. do here, and I say that is not
for the common good. The provisions, how-
ever, regarding resirictions ‘on ejeciment
did apply to lieensed premiges in the States
of South Australia and Western Australia.
This apparently was not intended, but
arose from the particular wording of the
regulations, The above indicated the posi-
tion as it stood on the 2nd July,
1945, when the whole of the Landlord
and Tenant Regulations were repealed,
and new Landlord and Tenant Regulations
(Statutory Rule 1945, No. 97) came into
force, The present regulations are divided
into four parts, namely, Part I., Prelimin-
ary; Part II., Fair Rents; Part III, Re-
covery of possession of prescribed premises,
and Part I'V., Miscellanesus. Regulation 7,
Parts I, III. and IV. apply in each State
and each territory of the Commonwealth,
whilst Part II., dealing with fair rents, ap-
plies in each State other than the Stiates of
South Australia and Western Australia, and
in each territory forming part of the Com-
monwealth. As a result the States of Sounth
Australia and Western Australia are still
bound by local legislation in regard to fair
rents, All the States, including South Aus-
tralia and Western Australia, are, however,
bound by Part IIL relating to the recovery
of possession of premises. The regulations
only relate to preseribed premises which
expression is defined by Regulation VIIL
to mean—

Any premises other than—

(a} premises which are for the time being
uted or which are ordinarily used
a8 a grazing area, farm, orchard,
market garden, dairy farm, poultry
farm, pig farm or bee farm, and

(b) any premises, or the premises included
in any elasg of premises, declared
by the Minister by order published
in the Gazette to be excluded from
the operation of these Regulations.

and ireludes any part of any premises and any
land or appurtenances leased with the premises.

Pursnant to paragraph (b) the Minister has

by order published in the Gazette of the 2nd
July, 1945, declared——

(i) all premises licensed for the sale of
spirituous or fermented liquors, and

(i) all premises ordinarily leased for holiday
purposes only
to be exelnded from the operation of the Regu-
lations,
The new regulations and the order of the
2nd July, 1945, have, therefore, in relation

[COUNCIL.]

to licensed premises, carried forward the
position as it existed before the making of
the new regulation, that is, firstly, in all the
States and territories of the Commonwealth
other than the States of South Australin and
Western Australia, licensed premises are
free from any restrictions both in relation to
rents as well as recovery of possession, and,
secondly, in Western Australia licensed pre-
mises ave still hound by the provisions of
the Increase of Rent (War Restrictions) Aet,
1939, in relation to the fixation of rents.
In addition, so far as Western Australia
is eoncerned, licensed premises now become
subject to Section 12 of the Increase of Rent
(War Restrictions) Act, 1939, relating to
the recovery of possession of premises. The
operation of such section has been in abey-
ance during the continuance of the Landlord
and Tenant Regulations, and still remains in
abeyanee in respect of licensed premises and
holiday premises which are not now subjeet
to the recovery of possession provisions of
the Landlord and Tenant Regulations.
While they are not subject to the regulations
they come under the Act.

While the amendment of Section 15 con-
tinues the Aet to the 31st December, 1946,
if it is passed, then that date or whatever
date on which the war is declared to be
finished, will see the necessity for reviewing
it again with the hope that it will cease to
protect persons who may—and there are
some—have & lease of hotel premises and
refuse to be removed. There is at present
no hope of removing them, and they are
rendering poor serviee to the public and of
course they are injuring the owner of the
premises and damaging the reputation of the
premises. There is no way of removing
such persons unless they are eonvicted or
their license is cancelled by the Licensing
Court. It would be most extraordinary to
get a convietion. It is impossible to get one
hecause of bad service, and bad service is
given in this State. 1 have had several
experiences of it. There is no hope of control
while there is in existence protection for
these people making it impossible to shift
them. I hope that, before the Bill comes up
sgain for review, the Government will see
fit to give consideration to this particular
portion of it, in addition to others, and effect
some amendment to relieve the position and
proteet the public from bad service. I sup-
port the second reading.



[21 NOVEMBER, 1943.) 203

HON. G. FRASER (West) {4.55]: This
is an Act which was introduced in connec-
tion with the war, and we bave to realise
that it has given vast protection to a large
majority of the people. We must admit
quite freely that many persons have played
on this legislation, and they havé been un-
worthy of the protection that it has given.
We know also that many hardships are being
caused because of this Aet, But when one
takes into consideration the amount of good
that has acerued as a result of if one must
realise that the good largely outweighs the
bad that has resulted because many un-
worthy people have had its protection. Tak-
ing the long view of the greatest good for
the greatest number I intend to support the
second reading.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [4.57]:
Members who have spoken to this Bill have
bemoaned the fact that i€ cannot be amend-
ed. It cannot be amended in its present
form, but it could have been brought down
in a different form. This Government like
all governments, once it gets something
of a temporary nature on the statute-book,
invariably takes the line of least resistance.
The line of least resistance in this case is
to ask Parliament to continue the Aect as
it is. To my knowledge it bristles with
abuses. Members will recollect that on the
original debate on this Act the benefits that
would be tonferred beeause of greedy and
rapacious Jlandlords were dealt with, as
Mr. Parker has pointed out. Well, the
tables are turned and the A¢t now, in many
ways, protects the unscrupulous people and
the persons who do not care a hang for the
properiy in which they are domieiled. I
said, on the introduction of the measure,
that the man who built houses had rights
as well as the men to whom he let them.
I know of houses today that have been let
and, to look at them, one would think that
a team of bullocks had run wild in them.
The fences have been burnt for firewocd,
and no consideration has been given to the
landlord’s property.

Even at this stage 1 would say that the
Bill, though it is to a eertain extent mixed
up with the National Security Regulations,
could be withdrawn and an amending and
continuing measure brought down that
would give the noble order of the sack ta
tenants who have no regard for the pro-
perty in which they are domiciled. On the

question raised by Mr. Baxter regardin
licensed premises, members will recolle
that I did mot proceed three years ago wit
an amendment that was designed to ge
over that Jdifficalty in our Aect. I was ac
vised that the National Security Regul:
tions had come into foree and would ove:
ride anything we had in our Act. I unde
stand from Mr. Baxter now that they d
not apply and it is our Act which applie:
The problem of three years of age remain:
That is a point which should have bee
considered in an amending and cobnsol
dating measure. Even at this late houw
there must be sufficient knowledge at th
disposal of the Government to warrant |
in giving some protection to those wh
have most at stake, the owner of the pre
perty, not the tenant. The Honorar
Minister knows the treatment that has hee
meted out in many directions whereb
decent premises have heen seriousl
damaged by unserupulous tenants. Th
owner of the preperty should) be give
more protection and should be able to ge
rid of a&n unsernpulous tenant,

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
H. Gray-—West, in reply) [5.3]: I thin
Mr. Fraser Lit the nail on the head whe
he said that the good this legislation ha
done far outweighed the anomalies tha
exist.

Hon. J, Cornell: That i3 a queer proces
of reasoning.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I ar
pleased at the reception accorded to th
Bill. It is recognised that anomalies exis
and that some landlords have been unjust
ly done by. Mr. Baxter spoke abeu
licensed premises. The Licensing Court i
tully able to deal effectively with tha
problem.

Hon. J, Cornell: Is it?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is it
duty to see that the public is properi;
served. There are always some bad tenant
and we always will have them. The onl;
remedy is for the owner to take action am
claim damages.

Hon, H. Seddon: What chanece wounld th
owner have of recovering anything?

Hon, J, Cornell: Some tenants canne
even pay for their groceries,

The HONORARY MINISTER: If
tenant does not pay the rent, he can b
got out of the premises under the Nationa
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Security PFegulations. If & man damages
premises he is oceupying, the landlord has
his remedy. It is recognised that this Aet
i3 necessary, even if we admit all these
things.

Hon. J, Cornell: The Irish
dealing with landlords would
here.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Numbers
of returned men have been unable to regain
possession of their homes. Some people
have abused the Act. A speeial officer of the
Crown Law Department has been appointed
to deal with all these matters, He gives
advice frre to persons who go te him. In
the event of flagrant abuse hy either the
tenant or landlord, or both, that officer
shoulg be consulted. T think there is n way
out,

Hon. J. Cornell: I know of a widow who
nwns two houses in the metropolitan area
and cannot get into cither.

- The HONORARY MINISTER: I think
there have heen about 11,000 eonsultations
with the officer T have referred to during the
vear, so that some pecople have claimed his
protection. I have personally advised
stores of people to go to him and learn the
legal position from him.

Hon, G. W. Miles: This class of thing is
responsible te a large extent for the present
«hortage of houses.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not
think so. The Bill was brought down be-
cause it was deemed necessarv te continue
the Aect.

Question put and passed,

method of
not apply

Bill read a sccond time.

In. Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor-
ary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2-—Amendment of Seetion 15:

Hon. H, 8. W._ Parker: I understand that
Mr. Mather himself reccommends a eom-
plete re-drafting of this legislation, not a
continuance of the existing measure. The
complete re-drafting is necessary because of
the extraordinary anomalies and difficultics
that have arisen.

The HONORARY MINISTER: T have
heard nothing about that, If vepresentations

[COUNCIL.)

along those lines had been made by Mr.
Mather, I think 1 should have known some-
thing ahout them.

Hon, H, 8, W, Parker: If such a recom-
mendation has been made to the Govern-
ment, will it seriously consider re-drafting
the measure in time for the proposed early
session next year?

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
worked in close contact with Mr, Mather
becaunse his work affeets my department, but
he has never mentioned the matter to me.

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: He has to me.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Any re-
presentations made by members of this
House will always be considered by the Gov-
ernment. I will bring the point before the
Minister eoncerned and it will be discussed.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It is necessary that
the Aet should be thoroughly overhauled.
The time has come when the whole question
should be investigated. All measures which
have been brought down hurriedly because
of war conditions should now be reconsid-
ered, I know of many hardships that have
ocemrred under this Aet. I move an
amendment—

That in lineg 3 and 4 the words **thirty-first
day of December’’ be struck out and the words
;"thirtieth day of September’’ ingerted in
teu.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I oppose
the amendment and ask the hon, member to
withdraw it. 1 assure him that representa-
tions made by members in this Chamber will
be considered by the Government.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: I have no intention
of withdrawing the amendment. It is my
desire that investigations should be made,
Promises do not carry me very far. Those
people who are suffering today should be
relieved and the whole position should be
reviewed without delay. The matter is vital
because it affects so many people.

The CHATRMAN: I point out that the
Act will continue in foree, whatever date is
put in, for six months after the declaration
of peace,

Amendment put, and a division tnken with
the following resnlt:—

Ayes
Noes

Majovity for

ol o
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AYES.
Hon., C, F. Doaxter Hon. A, L. Lolon
Hon. L. B. Bolton Hon., G. W, Mlles
Hon. Sir Hal Calebaich Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. C. R, Cornish Haon. Seddon
Hon. L. Craig. Han, F R. Welsh
Hon. J. A. Dlmmlu; Hon, 4. B. Wood.
Hon. E, H. H. Hall Hon, H. Tuckey
Hon. V. Hamersley {Teler.)
Noks.
Hon, J. M. Drew Hen, W. H. Kitson
Han. G, Fraszer Hon. T. Moore
Hen. E. H, Gray Hon. W. R. Hall
{Tellor.)
PAIR.

No.
E. M. Heennn
the clause, as

AYE.
Hon, H, S, W. Parker Hon.
Amendment thus passed;
amended, agreed to.
Clause 3, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment.

BILL—STATE ELECTRICITY
COMMISSION.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) [5.17]:
This is the last of the three electricity Bills,
and I think it may be described as the major
one.  As the marginal notes indicate, it is
larzely framed on the Victorian legislation
and in fact the powers have obviously been
taken from the Victorian Aet. There is, how-
ever, a very scrious difference hetween the
conditions obtaining both behind the genesis
of the Vietorian scheme and the conditions
under which it is operated, and the conditions
and genesis of the South-West Power
Scheme.

The Vietorian scheme owed its beginning
to the faet that the Yallourn brown coal de-
posit had heen discovered, and was devised
to make use of this newly-found source of
wealth. T{ was a big job and it had to be
tackled in a big way because, to get satis-
factory economic figures, it was nceessary to
keep down expenses of operating to the
lowest minimum figure and to do this involved
an enormous eapital expenditure. There was
involved a considerable amount of scientifie
work. The authorities had to find first of
all how economically to extraet power from
this very low-grade fuel, and they had to
apply the scientific discovery made and
applied in Germany for the manufacture of
briquettes. So there were several obvious
difficulties, hut there were several passihili-
ties associated with it.

On the other hand, a market was waiting
there. Vigtoria had a population of nearly
2,000,000 people available, and the whole of

200

the manufacturing industries of that Stal
which were not by any means small, we
being earried on by the aid of imported fw
und there had been eonsiderable interferenc
with manufacturers on account of distur
ances in the fuel industry. These manufa
turing industries weve all econcentrated wit
in a comparatively small area. The great
part of the population of that State is co
centrated in Mclbourne and its vieinity, ar
consequently the difficulties of transmissic
were not by any means large, Thus it will |
seen that there were tremendous advantag
to induce Victoria to undertake the schem
large though it was and offering speci
cireumstances as it did. I think we ean agm
that the success of the Victorian scheme wi
largely due to the magnificent manageme:
and ability of Sir John Monash, who wi
placed in charge of il.

Our scheme will operate over an area v,
much larger than even the State of Vietori
In the figures I gave yesterday, I showe
that the scheme was intended to deal with
population not exceeding 100,000 as con
pared with 2,000,000 within range of the Vi
torian scheme. The market for power i
large quantities, which would make pow:
production economical and enable powe
production to be carried on at a low figur
are faetors that are practieally non-exister
here and will have to be developed. Mear
while, as has been plainly indicated by th
Minister in charge of the Bill, the State wi
have to bear the loss.

The Victorian seheme is founded on a basi
where the labour factor is comparatively i
not very low. The whole scheme was planne
from the beginning on a mechanised basi
with the minimum of handling from the fac
o the fire box and to the retort for briguel
ting, and- there were large bulk consumer
waiting for the power. The Minister
fizures for the Vietorian scheme are ver
illuminating. Here is a seheme scientifieall
conecived, managed and developed, run as
commereial proposition and not, as so man
have been in the past, with the idea of pru
viding jobs. On the Minister’s figures th
Victorian scheme has a eapital of £20,000,00
and bhas reserves, amounting to anothe
£10,000,000. In other words it ha
£30,000,000 of capital, and yet,-as the Min
ister  indieated, last year’s operation
showed a surplus of only -£125,000.

The Chief Secretary: After providing fo
all contingencies, rescrve funds and so or
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Hon, H. SEDDON: After making all the
recognised sound financial provisions asso-
siated with electrical enterprise.

The Chief Secretary: And others as well.

Hon. H. SEDDON: Not necessarily, be-
cause there is undoubtedly a higher seale of
financial practice associated with large elee-
trical enterprises than with other enter-
prises on the Australian continent. The
point I wished to make was that the figure
of £125,000, although it looks large, repre-
sents only .4 per cent. on the capitalisation
involved, and this, ag I have said, was ob-
tained under a scheme devised on the
soundest and best prineiples. The cost of
fuel at Yallourn is low and the labour
factor is low. The cost of fuel at Collie is
high and the conditions are anything but
stable. The labour factor at Collie is high
and increasing. The figures I quoted last
night showed the eost of fuel at East Perth
as compared with the cost of current.

Nationalisation was introduced at Yal-
lourn. It was dietated from the start.
Only a Government eould have found the
necessary capital. Nationalisation at Col-
lie is obviously an ohjective. At Collie, o
power house is certainly in existenece, and
an extension of it could be provided with
comparatively little engineering difMculty.
Fuel is available and can be produced by
more than one ownership, while other fuel
sources are also available and are simply
awaiting approval from the Commonwealth
Government in order that development
work may be started. Yet, with these im-
portant advantages over Yallourn, the pro-
posal is that the commissien shall have the
right to take over and work coal mines of
its own, which obviously will result in its
obtaining the whole of its fuel-from its
own mines. Clause 7 of the Bill definitely
lays that down. The definition of ‘‘under-
taking'' includes the following:—

¢“Undertaking’’ means (a) with respect to
the commission an undertaking approved by
the Governor for the erection, construetion and
provision of distribution works, electric works,

generating stations, and includes all buildings,
works, mines, open-cuts, quarries, ete.

The commission, under this measure, will
be given powers of control far more ex-
tensive than the South-West power scheme
itself justifles. The commission iz to be
given a very wide area over which fo
operate. As I pointed out on the
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Electricity Bill, its powers will extend
from Wyndham to Eucla and from the In-
dian Ocean to the border.

The cost of fuel is an important factor;
in fact the cost of fuel represents one-
ninth of the railway costs, and railway
costs impose a most serious burden on the
exporting industries of this State, a far
higher burden than is imposed in oversea
countries against the products of which our
commodities have to compete. Thermally
coal steam electric plants have a low efli-
ciency as compared with gas or Diesel
plants, and larger and larger vnits are
constantly being employed in other coun-
tries utilising gas and crude oil engines.
The ratios thermally .even in "Westiern
Australia work ont somewhat as follows:—
For gas .Gd. per unit, for Diesel engines
.754. per unit; even at the high cost of
Diesel fuel, and the figure at the East
Perth power house is .89d. per cent.

The commission has power compulsorily
to acquire the plants of local authorities.
This power, I eonsider, should be exzercised
diseriminatingly. If plants are working
efficiently, why should they be absorbed by
the commission? Clause 27 (a) (i) pro-
vides power for the commission to explore
for coal, ete. Clause 29 (2) (b) will em-
power the commission to supply, sell and
dispose of electricity, coal and oil, and
Clause 30 will enable the commission to pur-
chase private undertakings, coal mines,
ete. Government monopolies, like other
monopolies, tend to become restrictive.
Monopolies are notoriously restrictive, and
Government ones ave not the least restrict-
ive. .

I wish to refer to the provisions govern-
ing the finaneing of the scheme. On the
estimates, the Government expects to lose
£30,000 per annum over a period of about
five years. That is an estimate, and it was
hased on the figures at the time of the re-
port, and as costs are rising, that figure
can no longer he of any use. The price of
fuel is rising and consequently ecosts must
rise, and the losses must inerease. I have
shown what a narrow margin of profit is
obtained by the Victorian scheme, and I
should like to be assured that even so
small a margin will apply to our scheme.
On the question of finance, I should like the
Minister to look at Clause 43 (2) (ii),
because it is rather perplexing to me.
Clause 43 sets out that the funds necessary
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for the effectual exercise by the commis-
sion of the powers conferred by the Act
shall be such moneys as are from time to
time appropriated by Parliament for that
purpose; the income derived by the com-
mission from the business earried on by it
under the authority of the Act; and such
moneys as the c¢ommission may bérrow
under and subjeet to the provisions of the
Aet. Then paragraph (ii) of Subelause (2)
reads —

Moneys received by the commission either by
appropriation by Parliament or by advances by
the Treasurer when such moneye are drawn from
the Consolidated Revenue Fund shall, for the
purposes of this section be deemed in the hands
of the commission to be revenue or profit or
income moneys.

I do not know how one can regard money
borrowed as income money and I do not
know how one can regard such money as
profit. It appears te me that that clause
"requires elarifying. Clause 49 appeers to
be a very important one, to which the
Hounse should pay particular attention. Tt
provides that if a profit is obtained from
the operations of the ecommission, that
money shall go into the Consolidated
Revenue Fund. Is it sound finance to treat
such profits in thet way¥ Here is an insti-
tution whichk would involve a very large
capita! expenditure. If there is to be any
surplus, should not that surplus be used
a5 an additional sinking fund to reduce the
capitalisation of the scheme rather than
be taken into Consolidated Revenue, with
the temptation—a temptation whieh Gov-
ernments in the past have suceumbed to—
of making it an indirveet taxation machine?

We have the example of the Fremantle
Harbour Trust to indicate the develop-
ments that might take place in that direc-
tion. As an c¢xample of what could be
done by following the other method, I
would refer to the record of the Glasgow
trams. They were established by the
Glasgow municipality and were so suceess-
ful thet not ounly were passengers given
very cheap transport, but also the whole
of the capitalisation wns repaid, after ope-
rating expenses had been met, and the
(Glasgow trams stand on the books of the
municipality at the figure of £1. In other
words, there are no capital eharges asso-
ciated with that activity. In my opinion,
that is » policy that might well be follow-
ed by the Government in the institutions
under its control that are paying returns,
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The Chief Secretary: What about the:
that are not paying returns?

Hon. H. SEDDON: In those cases ti
Government is in trouble.

The Chief Secretory: The taxpayer mu
meet those losses.

Hon, H. SEDDON: Perhaps the positic
would be watched more carefully if pr
fits were not set against losses. I suppo:
the Bill, but I suggest that amendmen
should be made to it. I oppose the pr
posal to nationalise the ecoal industr
which appears fo me to be one of the ol
jectives of the Bill. I trust that the Hou:
will assist in taking out of the Bill an
elauses that might be used towards tl
furtherance of that objective. We has
not yet received & mandate for nationalis:
tion in this State, and I do not think w
should start with the nationalisation of t}
coal industry. 1 intend to oppose the Stat
wide scope of the commission. It is far tc
wide. If the eommission is restricted i
its activities to the South-West land div
sion, it will have plenty to keep it oeenpie
for a long time, and the rest of the Stai
will be allowed to develop under the cond
tions applying there at present. I als
oppose the iden that loeal authoritie
should be compelled to sell as appears |
be provided in the measure.

HON. L. B, BOLTON (Metropclitan
[6.35]): It is my intention to support th
second reading. I do not pose as an exper
on e¢lectrieity, but I think the Governmer
is to be commended in one way for th
steps it has taken. I only hope the Siai
will derive the benefit we anticipate it wi
from the various elestricity measures befor
the House at present. I am a little cor
cerned ebout two things. One is whethe
we are not placing ourselves in the hand
of a little section of the community; an
whether, if we are going to have cor
tinual stoppages in industry, as we have ha
in the past, we will derive the benefit w
expect. If we read today’s paper, we mu
come to the conclusion that the outlook |
not very bright in that direction. If T coul
be sure that from an industrial point ¢
view we¢ were not going to be continuall
subjeeted to these unfortunate oecurrence
I should be more happy in supporting th
various measures. I agree with Mr. Seddo
that the eomposition of the eommission
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sorthy of a little consideration in Commit-
ee. T suggest that a commission of seven
nembers would be rather unwieldy.

Hon. G, W, Miles: Hear, hear!

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I do not know that
[ am altogether in favour of consumers’
representatives. As a matter of fact, I feel
:hat the three experts provided for in para-
sraph (d) of Subclanse (3) of Clause §
should be given complete control. A c¢om-
nission of seven members would provide
an opportunity for the three experts to be
jut-voted or over-ruled, and that would be
antirely wrong. I would prefer o see the
three experts proposed and a representative
pf the State in the person of the Under-
Treasurer, as suggested.

Hon, G. W. Miles: That is all you want.

Hon. L. B. BOLTOX: Yes, I should say
that is all that is required. 1 am perturbed
that it is provided—as usual, unfortunately
—that the Minister shall appoint the com-
missioners. Clause 8 provides that two per-
sons nominated by the Minister as repre-
sentatives of the consumers, one for the
metropolitan aven and one for the remain-
ing part of the State, shall be appointed.
I think we could very well do without
those two persons; but if it is decided it 13
necessary for them to be appointed, why
should the Minister or the Government ap-
point them?

The Chief Seeretary: Why should the
Covernment not appoint them?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Why should not
tie municipelity or the people conecerned
appoint them? What is the use of having
the whole of the commission appointed by
the Government? There is one objection I
have to the present Government: Tt does
not matter what committee or commission
is appointed, the Minister, or in other
words, the Government—does the appoint-
ing. The other fellow never seems to have
an opportunity to be represented. Here
1s a suggestion that there should be two
vepresentatives of the econsumers. It is also
proposed that there should he a representa-
tive of the workers and he alse is to be
pominated by the Minister.

Why should not the workers have the
right to nominate their vrepresentative?
Why should the Government do the nominat-
ingevery time? Is it not only naturalihat the
Government would appoint those who would
necessarily earry out its poliey? It would he

[COUNCIL.]

much better in every instance if the people
concerned—in the case of the workers’ rep-
resentative, the union—appointed their own
representatives. If the consumers are to he
represented, then the loeal governing autho-
rilies of the metvopolitan area could ap-
point one, and the local governing authori-
ties outside the metropolitan area counld ap-
point the other.

The Chief Secretary: Why the loeal
anthorities? There are plenty of other
peaple besides them.

Hon, L. B. BOLTOXN:
to loea] authorities, seo
Government does not want 6o do it.
Why should the Government have
all the representation on a hody like
this? The consamers are the ones most
eoncerned; and surely if they are going to
be represented they shonld have some say
as to who shall represent them. The other
feature of the Bill that does not appeal to
me—and I can sec the Chief Seeretary
smiling before I start, is that there is a2 pro-
vision for an extension of State trading.
Clause 29 gives this body the right to sell,
dispoze of and trade in all classes and types
of equipment, gear, fttings and machinery
associated with the electrical or any other
power industry,

1 am not tied
long as the

The Chief Secretary: What is wrong with
that?

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: A lot! We have
a humber of firms of standing which have
built up, over a number of years, efficient
organisations for the marketing of all
classes of electrical equipment which have
enabled them to maintain, even through the
difficult war years, reasonable-service both
to traders and the consuming publie.
But the Government is going to enter into
competition with those people, and that i
entirely wrong.

The Chief Sceretary: Don't you believe
it!

Hon. I. B. BOLTON: T think it is en-
tirelv wrong. Whenever the Government
gets an opportunity, it hops in and en-
deavours to extend State trading; and
whenever 1 get an opportunity, I en-
deavour to stop it; and I am going to sug-
gest that when we are in Committee we
should e¢liminate paragraphs {¢) and (d)}
and Subelause (2) of Clause 29. Otherwise
I support the Bill and I hope that the ount-
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come of these measures will he of benefit
to the State and that indusiry will not be
worried /by sueh stoppages as have oc-
curred in the past and whieh appear to be
likely to occur again.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—\West—in reply) [53.43]: I do not
propose to speak at any length in reply,
because I realise members ave agreed that
it is desirable we have as early as possible
a scheme cn the lines proposed in these
three electricity Bills. But I do wonder
whether one or two members who say they
arve supporting the Bill and yet are going
to emasculate it, mean what they say whean
they put forward the statement that they
agree something of this sort is neceessary.
Mr. Seddon says, ‘I am going to support
the Bill, hut T am going to limit it to the
South-West. I am not going to allow the
commission, if I can help it, to operate in
any other place.”’ Yet he knows the whole
scheme provides for a muceh larger eover-
age than the Sonth-West, and that eventu-
ally other places shall be linked up with
the scheme. We ean argue that point in
Committee. Though he says hc is not going
to agree to the nationalisation of coal-
mines, and that this Bill provides for that,
it does nothing of the kind, and I feel sure,
seeing the smile on the hon. member’s face,
that he realises that it does not do so.

Hon. H. Seddon: Yes, it does.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Bolion

anys wa should not allow the commission
to indulge in Bfate trading, but does he
ohjeet to the Perth Eleetvicity and CGas
Departuient doing the same thing? Ob-
Jjeetion was taken some years ago to the
Victorian State HEleetrieity Commission
trading, and the Gevernment of the day
listened to the representations made and
the commission was prevented from trad-
ing any further, hut it was not long hefore
the traders themselves were glad for that
commizsion to resume its trading, and that
would be the position here. We ean deal
with that in Committee also. I venture to
assert that Mr. Bolton will probably agree
to that elause of the Bill.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: T am not so sure that
T will.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think Mr,
Bolton will, heing the businessman that he
is, when he hears the arguments in favour

of it. Mr. Bolton does not agree that w
should have seven ecommissioners. H
thinks that number too unwieldy, and h
does not see why the consumers should b
represented.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Why is it necessar;
to have seven commissioners here, whe
theve are only four in Vietoria?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Because thi
Government believes it is desirable tha
the eonsumers should be represented on th
commission. That is part of the Govern
ment’s policy, and there again it is no
correct to say that the consumers woil(
have majority representation on that com
nission.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: There are four lay
men who could outvote the three experts
and I do not think that is right.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We will dea
with that later. There are three profes
sionul men and the Under-Treasurer, fou
out of seven. I did not hear the hon. mem
her say he would not agree to the worker
heing vepresented on this commission,

Hon. L. B. Bolton: I did not say that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We are pro
viding for that alse in this Bill, and se i
goes on. We find members saying that some
thing should be put into operation bu
not in the way submitted, and by the tim
they have fnished making their sugges
tions, they have ieft nothing to be put inf
operation. At all events, I am again taking
a risk with the Chamber, and 1 feel sur
members will agree to the second reading
Though some members have indicated thet:
intention to move amendments that woule
have Lhe effect of restricting materially
the operations cf the commission, T hopi
this Chamber will not be persunaded by
those members to he guite so drastic a
they have cutlined in their remarks.

I feel that this is the commencement of
a new era for this State. We have the ex:
ample of Vietoria, which has been so fully
nuoted hy Mr. Seddon. We have greate
diffieulties to overcome Lhan had Vietoris
—uas is recognised—but surely that is nc
veazon why we should say we cannot dec
anything. I think it is an additional reasor
why we should e prepared, in legislatior
of this kind, to make sure that the euwm
mission is the best available, both from the
technical and other points of view. If we
do that, and ave satisfied with ithe basis
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of the scheme that is laid down—I think
[ made it clear in my remarks that all we
can do at present is to lay down a basis
on which the scheme is to be built, though
that may have to be altered in years (o
come as developments oecur—I do not
think we can expeet to do more at the pre-
sent juncture. I believe that in taking this
step the Government has done something
that will prove, in the near future, to he
of extreme value to the South-West por-
tion of this State, and evenfually, to the
whole of this State.

Question put snd passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee,

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Seeretary in eharge of the Bill

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Progress reported.

BILL—SOUTH-WEST STATE POWER
SCHEME,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A L LOTON (South-East)
[557]: I am going to support the second
reading of the South-West State Power
Scheme Bill, beecause I can appreciate the
benefits of electricity. I do not know why
the Bill has been called the South-West
State Power Scheme Bill, which seems to
be a misnomer, in the opinion of people
throughout the State, and people in the
Great Southern areas in particular. They
all say—as I think the Minister will agree
— *Why the South-West?'’ T have recent-
ly had letters from the lower part of the
Great Southern asking why Albany was
not ineluded in the power scheme, and
when it was pointed out that Albany was
embraced under the measure—

The Chief Seeretary: Jealousy?

Hon. A. L. LOTON: Yes, it was. They
did not want to be left out in the cold. I
nnderstand that power is to be generated
at Collie, but the people of Albany did not
understand that the scheme was to em-
brace the Great Southern area as well as
the South-West,

Hon, G. W. Miles: The Minister who in-
trodueced the Bill in another place inti-

[COUNCIL.]

mated that the name was more or less 4
misnomer.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: That is so.
The Chief Secretary: What’s in a name?

Hon. A. L. LOTON: When this scheme
comes into even partial operation it will
do much to open up and bring population
to that part of the State. Nu other part
of Australia has the same possibilities for
development as has the South-Western por-
tion of this State, including the Great
Southern distriets. When this scheme
comes into operation it will be the third
largest monument to progress in this State.
I always consider the Kalgoorlie water
scheme to be No. 1, the Southern Districts
water scheme to be No, 2, and the elec-
tricity system, to be established through-
out the southern portion of this State, to
be No. 3. That is why I class this scheme
as No. 3, The cost of installing the power
in the more closely settled areas will be
reasonably cheap, but in the more sparsely
settled areas, where in some cases homes
are three or four miles apart, the cost of
installation will be heavy. The cost of
erecting the transmission mains is in the
vicinity of £200 per mile, and I
am wondering how the individaal is to
finance the erection of the power line from
the breaking down point to his property.
Unfortunately, it will not be possbile to tap
the mains at any place. In some cases the
main will run three or four miles past a
property to a distributing centre, and a line
will then have to be run back to that pro-
perty, and the cost will constitute a tremen-
dons burden.

The Chief Secretary: Have you any idea
how that can be avoided?

Hon, A. L. LOTON: No, but I notice that
in paragraph 39 of the Commissioner's re-
port it says—

The committee feels that electricity must be
supplied to the Bouth-West at prices which will
not place our dairy farmers, orchardists, agri-
culturists or industrialists at a disadvantage
when compared with persons conducting the
same pursuits in similar areas in the Eastern
States.

I think the committee is wondering how that
can be overcome. We all realise there are
difficnlties, and I think we are prepared to
face them. If it is possible in any way—
perhaps through seeking further advice—to
do something towards lessening the cost or
allowing the mains to be tapped at more fre-
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quent intervals, that should be done, I think
that is the only hope. If the power is sup-
plied cheaply it will make a tremendous dif-
ference, eventually, to the whole of Western
Australin. I am pot worried about strikes
at Coltie, but I would like to see some alter-
native system of fueling for the generation
of the power. It is all very well to talk
about coal, but we have seen the trouble
that hos arisen in the past through lack of
coal, and I would suggest that we try to
introduce some alternative method of firing
the boilers. I support the second reading.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [5.59]:
I wish first to congratulate the Government
on its deeisions to provide the South-West
with an efficient electricity supply. There
has been considerable delay in this matter
and no doubt that delay will mean a con-
siderable increase in cost all round. It would
not be reasonable to suggest that the eleetri-
tication of the South-West is an easy matter.
On the contrary, there are many difficulties
in the way. It must be realised that an effi-
cient electricity supply is absolutely essen-
tial for the economic progress and develop-
ment of that part of the State. I fecl sure
that many people do not realise the full
possibilities of that area. There ean be no
doubt about the results of the scheme if it is
established on sound lines and is given a
fair opportunity, free from strikes and other
taterference. The commission must be in a
position to control, and every support
possible should be extended to it in that
respect. Perhaps the greatest problem we
have to deal with is the question of fuel
supplies.

In the past there has been considerable
uncertainty with regard to coal supplies and
there does not seem to be any prospect
of an improvement in the immediate future.
We have to ask ourselves whether people
will be prepared to serap their existing con-
cerns if there is no certainty of their pro-
curing continuous supplies of current. Many
will be taken over by the electrieity com-
migsion hecavse if it is to reduce charges
from time to time it will need to have every
possible consumer in the scheme. The tenta-
tive prices to be charged are said to com-
pare with those prevailing in the Eastern
States, but that does not seem to me to be
quite correct. It would not be expected that
the scheme at the inception could eompare
with the position in the BEastern States. In
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the country areas of Vietoria the charges
bave been reduced in respect of 64 under-
takings absorbed by the State Electricity
Commission from an average of 8.02d. prior
to aeguisition to 1.86d., or less than 2d. per
unit. That is & very great reduction and
we are told that for the first 20 units the
South-West power scheme will charge 5d.,
whieh is about 50 per cent. less than people
are paying today, and if they can secure
their current at that rate the people con-
cerned will be very happy about it.

On the other hand it will take some time
before our State scheme can compare, from
the standpoint of rates charged, with the
Vietorian concern. Take the position at
Werribee, which is 40 miles out of Mel-
bourne. The Victorian Electricity Commis-
sion took the local scheme over and reduced
the charges from 10.10d. per unit to slightly
over 2d. per unit.

Hon. F, E, Gibson: That was for power.

Hon. H. TUCKEY : No, for lighting. In
another instance the charges in a ecountry
town were reduced from 17d. to 5d. per
unit. We cannot expect comparable prices
in Western Australia because we can hardiy
eontrast the South-West with many districts
in Vietoria. I was somewhat surprised to
find that the suggestion is that many out-
lying districts will be connected up more or
less at the one time. T thought that the
scheme would supply Bunbury, Collis and
other surrounding places more or less adja-
cent, and from time to time would be ex-
tended fo other country cenires rather
than that it should bhe extended to
Manjimup, Pemberton and similar places at
the stert. The scheme is to be launched with
an anticipated loss of £30,000 a year to be-
gin with. I approve of the scheme along
those lines and I think considerable publieity
should be launched in connection with the
establishment of it. I suggest that there
should be an “electricity on the farm” ex-
hibition, which conld he arranged in con-
Jjunction with the Royal Show, It eould be
conducted with the co-operation of the farm
implement manufacturers and the machinery
agents to demonstrate the practical and eco-
nomie application of electrieity to farm
work. In Vietoria men are employed to
travel through the country distriets to pro-
cure business. They provide expert advice
and lend assistance to consumers and so pro.
cure a lot of business that otherwise would
not be forthecoming.
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Jn Melbourne u large show-reom has been
cstablished where people ean see for them-
selves what can be done with electricity.
With the business methods adopted in that
State, the scheme has gone ahead by leaps
and bounds and has proved very suecessful
indeed. Some comment has been indulged in
regarding the proposal fo establish a power
station at South Fremantle. I do not desire
to criticise the Government or its experts
but it would be interesting to know why it
was deemed hecessary to establish a major
power station within 12 miles of the East
Perth plant. It has always occurred to me

that the business way of extending
electricity supplies in  Western Aus-
tralia would be to ereet a power sta-
tion in the South-West near the

source of supply of fuel. With regard to
the South Fremantle project we have been
informed that it is cheaper to rail eoal to the
site than to ereet a transmission line from
the South-West to the metropolitan area. I
do not suggest that that statement is ineor-
rect, but I am just wondering why in Vie-
torie the authorities constrmeted a high
tension line from Yallourn to Melbhourne at
very great cost if it was really cheaper to
rail the coal instead.

The Honorary Minister: There is the dif-
ference in the quality of the coal.

Hon. H. TUCKEY : That may be so, but
the fact remains that the Vietorian Com-
mission transports current from Yallourn to
Melbourne and breaks it down as required,
and that system has proved a great success.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And here they will
eventually do it from Collie.

Hon. F. E, Gibson: They are taking tha
current over into New South Wales from
Yallourn,

Hon. H. TUCKEY: 1 know that. If we
were advised regarding the reason for this
snggoestion there would be less eriticism, No-
one desives to ecriticise the Government
without warrant, but I think it wounld be
an advantage if the people were satisfied on
this point. The Yallourn-Melbourne high
{ransmiszion line has been a huge suecess and
has been instrumental in making the Vie-
torian scheme what it is. In addition to
that particular line the Vietorian Commis-
ston has erected a rural line running through
the same area. The main line is on the basis
of 132,000 volis and there is the 22,000-volt

[COUNCIL.]

rural supply line covering practically the
same route. I understand that that lize
is already overtaxed to such an extent that
ay soon as material is available its capaeity
wilt be inereased to 66,000 volts. In the
South-West we can look forward to great
developments in the future and therefore we
should take the long view and make pro-
yvision so that there will be no need for ex-
pensive replacements, It is sound business
to do a job thoroughly so that when develop-
ment takes place, the provision will be there
to meet requircments and there will be no
need to pull down in order to re-crest at
additional high eost.

With regard o the administrative side of
the scheme it is far too early to think about
laying down details, because the commis-
sion will he fully occupied for some time to
come before the business side cun be
urranged.  Another Bill is to be presented
to the House for the purpose of empowering
the commission compulsorily to take over
loeal government and other undertakings.
Some objection has been raised in that
regard, but it will eertainly be necessary for
ihe commission to absorb sueh undertakings
in ovder to make its business pay. If it is
necessary to spend tens of thousands of
pounds to generate merely a small
quantity of ecurrent it will prove much
dearer than if there were a large output. I
assume that in dealing with the outlying
centres of the South-West a similar poliey
will be adopted to that pursmed in Victoria,
where as soon as a gvarantee was received
that the consumers wonld take so many units
per month the scheme was extended to mect
their requirements and the local authority
took no further responsibility., In Vietoria
ilie people gave no guarantee. When ihe
commission deeided to take over a concession
or an undertaking it assumed all the respon-
sibility and the laeal anthority provided no
guarantee whatever. When it came to deal-
ing with a small centre, guarantees were
required from the consumers that they would
boy so many unilg per monh and the com-
mission then put in the necessary line to
supply the current,

I look upon the seheme for the Sonth-
West as one possessing great possibilities.
No country can prosper wilhout the hene-
fit of an effective supply of electvieity,
That and adequate water supplies arve the
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tvo major requirements for that part of
the State. I know of one small town in
the South-West that went ahead rapidly
as soon as an electricity scheme was in-
staled there. The same will apply on a
bigger scale when the scheme is put in to
deal with the South-West as a whole. Af
the same time I do not konow why thut
scheme could not have extended a little
further north than Waroona, so that Pin-
jarra and Mandurah would have been in-
cluded. Those two centres will have to
wait many years before the scheme is ex-
tended to meet requirements there. There
i¥ no nope of that extension for some years
to ecome. At present current is sold at
Safety Bay, which is more than half way
to Mandurah, at a cost of Gd. per unit for
lightirg.

The Honorary Minister: That eurrent is
supplied from Fremantle.

Hon, H. TUCKEY: I do not see why ihe
scheme eould not have heen extended to
deal with those centres. I understand the
Fremantle scheme supplies the Safety Bay
area, but it would be of advantage if the
people at Mandurah could get their elec-
trieity at a rate cheaper tham 10d. per
unit.  They have to pay 8d. a unit for
power, whicl is out of the question. It is
impossible to saw wood and use power for
other purposes at that price. Both Pinjarra
and Mandurah are going shead. There is
an aeute water supply problem at Pin-
jarrah, but a rather better supply is en-
joved at Mandurah. At the latter place the
number of houses evected has inereased in
10 years from 200 to 650, so that there is
a fair demand for eleetrieity there. Then
again at Pinjarra we have a fairly large
hospital and the Government has promised
to erect a larger one in the course of a
year or two. There again the district will
be greatly disadvantaged because of the
poor supply of electrieity that is available,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. H TCCKEY: Before tea, I was
pointing out thaf it would be necessary
for the commission to take over certain
local undertakines. I think we must agrec
that this is necessary in order to carry out
the scheme. It has been proposed to pay
certain profits into Consolidated Revenue.
T agree with previous speakers that that
does not seem fto be quite the right thing
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to do. This commission, which will be com-
prised of seven members, should be given
the opportunity to manage the scheme on
thoroughly sound business lines; and I think
it should be entrusted with the profits of
the scheme for nse in order to earry on the
activities of the commission. If the time
arrives when there is a considerable profit
—as I have no doubt it will arrive—then the
consumers onght to be considered, instead of
the profits being paid into Consolidated
Revenue, There is no reason why some of
the charges should not be reduced beeause,
after all, I understand that is the objective
of the whole proposal. We are quite pre-
pared to pay 5d. per unit at the start; but
when it is possible to reduce the charge to
2d. or less, the eonsumers should be entitled
te the reduction.

I am afraid many people will have the
idea that once this measure passes and the
commission is appointed, they will be ahle
to avail themselves of all kinds of electrieal
conveniences. I am of opinion, however,
that it will be some time before many people
will derive any real henefit from the secheme,
because lines may be run from Collie to
Bridgetown and other places, and there will
he no means of tapping them. There must
be separate distributing centres in various
places. and that is quite a big job. Owing
to the scattered nature of the population in
my distriet, it will be difficult to bring about
all these desirable things within a short spaeo
of time. I hope that very soon a start will
he made with the scheme, but people must
realise that it will take some time. Tt will
also be costly to run lines through the South-
West, and the commission will be enlled npon
to meet many diffienlties.

It was for that reason mainly that T was
somewhat dubious about the South Freman-
tle power station proposal. Ii seemed to me
that it would be a means of over-capitalising
the whole electricity system of Western Aus-
tratia. If-a farmer requived sufficient water
to supply one horse, he would not erect
two windmills where one would suffice; and
it seemed to me that, with the small popula-
tion and the small quantity of eleetricity that
would be required for some time to come, the
current could have been generated by build-
ing the second major power station in the
South-West distriet instead of at South
Fremantle. However, T do not want to
labour that peint; it is only my opinion
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and I hope that I may be wrong. I feel
sure that the Government and the commis-
sion will receive every possible assistance
from the local governing authorities, who
play & most important part in the develop-
ment of the State. I also will be pleased
to do what I can in that direetion.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BILL--ELECTRICITY.
In Commitiee,

Hon. V. Hamersley in the Chair; the
Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Aet repecated:

Hon, H. SEDDON: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 1 of Subclanse (1) before
the word ‘‘is’’ the words ‘‘in-so-far as it
applies to the South-West Land Division of
the State’’ be ingerted.

The amendment is designed to restrict the
Bill to the South-West land division, That
division starts considerably north of Gerald-
ton and runs eastward to the rabbit-proof
fence and then passes down in a south-
easterly divection through the Goldficlds.
The distriet includes certainly far more than
it was intended should be under the controi
of the scheme.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope the
Committee will not agree to the amendment.
It would be a retrograde step if we should
limit the application of this measure to the
South-West land division. There must be
some reason behind the desire go to limit
it which we have not yet heard. Is it the
desire that the Goldfields shall be execluded
from the scope of the Bill, or is there some
other reason? This measure certainly should
apply to the whole State.

Hon, H. SEDDON: We have on the
Goldfields electricity plants that are work-
ing quite satisfactorily and are supplyinyg
current at a reasonable figure to the mines
and to the municipalities. Some of the
plants are working on oil and some on wood
fuel. While the proposal contained in the
measure may be satisfactory to the South-
West division, in my opinion useless ex-
penditure, in the way of alterations to exist-
ing Goldfields plants, would result. That
is the main renson for my amendment.
There has been interference on the Gold-
flelds by preventing one station from ob-
taining additional plant. We on the Gold-

[COUNCIL.]

fields are quite prepared to run qur own
clectrical affairs, We do not-mind behg
advised; we have had that experience in
the past. I do not think the mandatery
powers which this Bill will eonfer should be
allowed to operate on the Goldfields.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In oher
words, Mr. Seddon is quite prepared to say
that the Bill ought to apply to the Scuth-
West division, but that the Goldfields elee-
trie supply should be exempt. I am afraid
I cannot subseribe to that argument. [ ean
see sone embarrassment to the compussion
if its operations are limited to the South-
West land division. I suggest that the pro-
visions of the Bill should be Siate-wide.
I cannot see why there should be any excep-
tion.

Hon. L. Craig: This is eutting ont the
North and the North-West.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so.
I hope the Committee will not agree to the
proposal.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I want to know what
benefit will be conferred on the Goldfields
by their inclusion in the scheme at the pre-
sent juncture, As I know the North-East
and the South Provinces, private enterprise
holds no place in the generating of elec-
tricity. The local governing bodies do their
own. Is it the intention of the commission
to snpply power to these local governments,
and if so, when?

Hon. L. Craig: They do not come into it.

Hon. J. CORNELL: What are they going
to do?

Hon. F. E. Gibson: It is for uniformity
of equipment.

Hon, J. CORNELL: Kalgoorlie has an
up-to-date plant and Boulder has a more
recent one, and they are giving excellent
service, I want to know what benefit can
be achieved by stickey-beaking into live con-
¢erns.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know about the benefit, but I do not see why
the Goldfields should be excluded from the
provisions of this Bill, with which all other
clectricity concerns must comply. If the
generating stations on the Goldfields are
satisfactory they have nothing to fear. If
the Bill does not apply to the whole State
the clectricity commission will find that its
operations will be nullified to some extent.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Has the report been
based on the whole State?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: No. It goes
well up on the Goldfields line.

Hon. H. Seddon: How far on the Gold-
fields line?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: To east of
Northam.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is over 300 miles
from Kalgoorlie.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is quite
immaterial. If we are going to lay down in
an Aet of Parliament the conditions to be
complied witk by power stations in this
State they should epply to the whole State,
and someone should have control.

Hon. J. Cornell: Is it going to apply to
the Lake View and Star goldmine?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It will only
apply to this extent that if any scheme ap-
plied to a particular district it would have
to he approved by the commission.

Hon. H. Seddon: And the local people
would have no say in it.

Hon. L. Craig: The Lake View and Star
is exempted because the Bill exempts people
supplying power for themselves.

Flon. H. Seddon: But not local authori-
ties.

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
deal with districts.

Hon. H. Seddon: That is what I am advo-
eating.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 will not
agree to limiting the area to which this shall
apply.

Hon, H. SEDDON : The proposal is really
Jaid down for the purpose of developing
a unified scheme for the South-West por-
tion of the State. The limits of the South-
West Land Division eomprise a larger area
than the State of Victoria, yet this commis-
sion wants to have power to interfere with
satisfactory local schemes operating outside
that area, and that interference will invelve
the local sechemes in a considerable amount of
useless expenditure. I see no reason for
these extended powers. We can give this
scheme & try-out within the limits of the
Sonth-West Land Division, and it can be
developed without extending its powers over
the rest of the State which is governed by
entirely different economic conditions,

Hon. L. CRAIG: Mr. Seddon has ex-
pressed fears in regard to one particular
area, namely, the Goldficlds. THe should
confine the area to within narrower limits.

We must

The Bill specifically sets out that after t
commencement of the Aet no person sh
construct or establish eny generating static
ete. That is in order to achieve standardis
tion. Any new work shall be subject
the econtrol of the commission in the sal
way as new houses are subject to the e
trol of the Town Planning Commission
The Bill goes on to provide that nothi
in the particular section shall be deem
to prevent any person from generating el
trieity solely for his own private use a
not for sale, ete. It lays down that lo
authorities shall be allowed to continue
in the past o generate and sell elect
power,

Hon. H. Seddon: Subject to the comm
sion.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Yes, in the same w
as the Town Planning Commissioner op
ates. So far-as I know he has not upset a
loeal authority by the powers given
him. Mr. Seddon has raised no real r
sons why a line should be drawn in one pi
tienlar place.- If he could show any va
reason why there should be a line dra
through one particular place I would st
port him. So far he has not indicated a
real reasons except the fear of what mig
happen in the future.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I have alrea
pointed out that there has been interf
ence. The Kalgoorlie municipal elect
plant is yun on oil. It was about to f
limit of its capacity and wanted additio
units. Acting under the direetion of |
commission it has put in are rectifiers
order to take eurrent from the local pov
station. That objective could have be
achieved by putting in an zdditional ur
We are suspicious as to the extent to wh:
interference may ocear. The whole of |
State will bear the loss on this scheme a
that is our contribution towards it. [
in addition we are to be subordinated
this scheme. Let the commission make
success of it here and then come to us
be given powers over the rest of Weste
Aunstralia.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am saf
fied that this is purely a parochial reas
There is nothing in the Bill dealing w
any scheme at all. This is to be an Aet
provide eertain conditions under wh
generating stations and distributing antl
rities shall operate. It lays down cert:
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sonditions whereby the eommission that is
ippointed under another Bill may, if neces-
sary, co-ordinate the electricity supplies
»f a partieular district. Then we have the
South-West Power Scheme and the commis-
sion is given certain powers in ¢onnection
with that scheme. There is nothing in this
Bill, or any other, that would embrace the
Joldfields in regard to a particular scheme
that might be in the mind of the commis-
sion at the moment. It might be desirable
30 years henee. The 1937 Aect, which this
Bill seeks to consolidate, applies to the
whole State. Why take the Goldfields ount
of it now simply beeause in another Bill
we are providing for the establishment of
a commission for a specific purpose?

Hon. H. SEDDON: This is much more
than parochial, It will be seen that Clause
1 gives very wide powers. I am quite con-
tent for the commission to come to the
Goldfields in 50 years time, but not now.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes 8
Noes 12
Majority against 4
AYEs.
Hon. C. F. Baxfer Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon. L. B. Bolton Hon, H. Seddon
Hen. Bir Hal Colebatch| Hon, F. R. Welsh
Hon. J. Cornell Hon, E. H. H, Hall
{ Teller.)
NOES,
Hon. C, R. Cornish Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon. L. Craig Hon. A. L. Leoton
Hon, J. M. Drew Hon. H. 8. W. Parker
Hon., G, Fraser Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. ¥, E. Gibson Hon, & B. Wood
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. H. Tuchey
{Teller.)
Parm.
AVE. No.
Hon. J. A. Dimmity Hon. W. R, Hall

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clanse 4—This Act to be read in con-
junction with and subject to State Flec-
trieity Commission Act, 1945:

Hon, H. SEDDON: This clause subordi-
nates the Bill to the State Electricity Com-
mission Bill and provides that where this
measure is repugnant to the other, the com-
mission measure shall prevail. Clause 7
provides that a local aunthority may main-
tain a generating station, but the commis-
sion Bill provides that the commission may
acquire such stations. The commission Bill
ean over-ride the safeguards contained in

[COUNCIL.]

Clauses 7 and 9 of this Bill. Clause 9
would empower loeal authorities to estab-
lish and maintain generating stations and
grant concessions for a similar purpose,
but that clause may be over-ridden by the
commission Bill. I move an amendment—

That in line 4 after the word “‘ Act’’ the

words ‘‘exeepting Sections 7 and 97° be in-
serted,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We propose
to give the commission very wide powers,
one of whieh is to co-ordinate electricity
services throughout the State where con-
sidered necessary. I cannot see why the
commission should not have the same power
outside the South-West land division.

Hon. H. Seddon: Power to over-ride the
provisions of this measure?

The CHIFF SECRETARY: Certain
things might happen outside that area that
would interfere with the co-ordinating
scheme of the commission. Therefore it is
necessary that the ecommission should have
this authority. Because we grant the autho-
rity, it does not follow that the commission
would interefere with any particular
scheme or district, but it should have this
power in the interests of co-ordinating the
electricity services of the State.

Hon. H, SEDDOXN: The Chief Secretary
apparently has missed the point, Clause 4
proposes to give the commission power to
over-ride any provision of this measure,
The provisions to which I am referring con-
tain the exeeptions I have mentioned.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: We cannot
have dual eontrol, and uniform control can
he obtained only by vesting power in one
body, and the body decided upon is the eom-
mission. Under another measare, we pro-
pose to give the commission certain powers.
This measure will be State-wide in its appli-
cation and there is no reason why we should
interfere with its provisions.

Hon, H, Seddon: My smendment would
ensure that Clauses 7 and 9 of this Bill
were not interfered with.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member wishes to limit the aetivities of the
commission so that it shall not interfere with
any local authority.

Hon. H. Seddon: 1 want to prevent the
commission from over-riding the provisions
of this Bill.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: That peint
might well be discussed on the commission
Bill, because these conditions must neces-
sarily apply to the whole of the State.

Hon. J. Cornell: Do not you think the
commission Bill should be considered before
this one?

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
think it matters.

Hon. J. Cornell: Suppose the commission
Bill is amended.

. The CHIEF SECRETARY: This Bill is
designed to co-ordinate an Act that has
been in operation since 1937, and I cannot
see why we should want to interfere with
the eommission Bill by amending this Bill.
The commission Bill is the one upon which
the hon. member should argue the point.

Hon, H, SEDDON: Clause 4 provides
that where this measure is repugnant to the
cominission Bill, the commission Bill shalt
prevail, That would be all right provided
there was no interference with the powers
preserved in this Bill. The Aect of 1937
provided for an advisory committee, but
the commission to be appointed will be able
to enforce ils powers and I want to ensure
that the safeguards included in this Bill ave
not interfered with by the commission.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following resulf:—

I do not

Aves .. .. . 3
Noes .. .. 1L
Majority against 3
AVES,
Hon. C. F. Baxte. Hon. E. H, H. Halt
Hon. L. B. DBolton Hon, G. W, Miles
Hon. 8ir Hal Colebatch Hon. F, R. Welsh
Houn. J. Coraell Hon, H, Seddon
(Teller.)
Noea,
Hon. G. R. Cornish Hon. A. L. Laton
Hon. L. Craig Hon, H. L. Roche
Hon. J. M, Drew Hon. H. Tuckey
Hon, Q. Fraser Hou, U. B, Waod
Hon, E. H, Gray Hon. F. E. Gibson
Hon. W, H. Kitson {Teller )
PAIRS,
AYEY, NoEs,
Hon. J. A. Dimmltt Hon, W, R. Hall
Hon. H. 8. W. Parkeri Hon, E. M. Feenan

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I want to direct the
Chief Scerctary’s attention to ‘the faet that
he is usking the Committee to agree to a
Bill which is subjeet to another Bill that is
to be considered at a later stage,

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: To an Aect that
Aoes not exist.
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Hon. J, CORNELL: Yes. Clause 4 col
tains words to the effect that th
measure shall be subject to the Stal
Electricity Commission Act. So  wh
is going to be the position if t}
Eleetricity Commission Bill is amended

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think tl
hon. member knows as well as I that
makes no difference at all. When the Con
mittee deals with the eommission Bill it wi
please itsclf whether it amends that Bill ¢
not. 1f there i3 no commission Bill it
quite immaterial because it cannot appl
So it does not matter whether we deal wil
this Bill or with the commission Bill fir:
However, at the request of one or mo:
members, 1 agreed to postpone consider
tion of the comimission Bill until a lat
sitting. For that veason 1 propoese to co:
tinue with this Bill, which is to cover t!
whole of the State.

Hon. J. CORNELL:; I am not questio
ing the subject-matter of the Bill. I a:
what will happen if we materially amer
the Bill to which this one is subject. T
Chiel Secretary says it will have no effeet

The Chief Secretary: We will see wh
{he amendments are.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I de¢ not think
are following the correet procedure; h
the Chief Seeretmy is satisfied, and il
Committee seems to he. So I will lef t
matter go.

Clause put and passed.

Clavse 9—Local guthorities empowered
senerate eleetricity : .

Hon. H. SEDDON: This may serve
emphasise a point I raised when I said th
this Bill was very much wider than i
Fleetricity Aet. That Act provides that
local aunthority may establish and mainta
generating stations in its distriet and m:
grant the sole concession to a concessionai
to do those things. But under this measu
Lhe local anthority eannot do anything u
less the commission eonsents. We have ¢
trnded the operations of the measure to t
whole Siate. So under this proposal
power station conld not be established, sa
in Broome, nnless the consent of the cor
mission was frst obtained, whereas und
the Klectrieity Aet of 1927 the loeal autho
tty eonld establish and conduet such a st
tion. I move an nmendment—

That in line 3 of Subelauge {1) after t
word ‘‘may’’ the words ‘‘with the conse
of the Commission’’ be struck out.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is no
hardship in this provision. The electricity
:ommission will be the highest technical
aethority in this State on electricity.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Portion of it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I said¢ the
commission will be the highest technical
authority operating in this State. I stand
by that.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Three of them.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the hon.
member does not mind, we will speak of the
sommission, I think it can be taken for
yranted that any lecal authority desiring
to establish a generating and distributing
plant will be anly too pleased to have the
approval and consent of the commission.
The commission ig not likely to adopt an
attitude detrimental to a local authority.

Hon. J. Cornell: You have enough com-
missioners—seven of them!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think it is
juite a good commission. The commission
will be there to assist loeal authorities; and
if for any reason it considered there was no
need for a local authority to establish a par-
ticular type of generating plant, it would
rive its reasons; and I wounld say that loeal
wthorities would be only too pleased
to have the commission’s advice and would
pe very satisfied with it.

Hon. H, SEDDON: The Bill goes a long
way further than that. It provides that a
loeal authority shall not establish a station
at all without the consent of the commis-
sion. Tt is not a question of taking advice;
that i3 what the 1937 Aet provides. This
Bill says “You will do what you are told.”

Hon. L, CRAIG: It seems to me that
even if these words are struck out that will
not affect the position. Clause 7 says that
no person—which would include a local
authority—shall construet or establish a
zenerating station without the consent in
writing of the commission. So even if these
words are strueck oub the commission will
still have the power which Clause 9 pro-
vides.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clanse put and passed.
Clauses 10 to 54, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—RATLWAYS CLASSIFICATION
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—West) [8.37] in moving the secon
reading said: This small Bill, which proposes
to amend the Railways Classification Board
Act of 1820-1935, has two objeets; firstly,
to delete from the Aect all reference to the
Ratlway and Tramway Officers’ Industrial
Union of Workers and to substitute the
words “W.A. Railway Officers’ Union”; and
secondly, to include a provision which will
enable the W.A, Railway Officers’ Union
to take legal action to recover arrears of
subscriptions, levies and fines from its mem-
bers.

The Aet provides for the appointment and
preseribes the duties and powers of a board
for the classification of the salaried staff
of the Government railways. The board's
jurisdiction includes the classification of all
salaried positions in the Government rvail-
ways, with ‘the exception of heads and sub-
heads of branches; the creation of classes
and the determining of the minimum and
maximum salaries of all positions in any
class; the prescribing of methods, of pro-
motion and the hearing and determining of
appeals by officers in respect to classifica-

. tions, reclassifications or salaries. The board

has also the power to determine the maxi-
mum number of hours that may be worked
daily or in any period or shift, the maxi-
mum number of shifts that may be worked
weekly or in any period, the assessment of

- allowances, and to make awards in eonnee-

tion with these matters.

In addition the Aect specifies that officers
to whom it applies shall not come within
the jurisdietion of the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act, Section 4 of the Industrial Arbi-
tration Act prevents the Railway Officers’
Union from registration under that measure,
the reason being that the union is snitably
provided for under the Railway Classifica-
tion Board Act. The first amendment is
necessitated by the fact that there is no
longer a Railway & Tramway Officers’ Union.
The tramway employees left this organisa-
tion some considerable time ago and formed
a union of their own, which, unlike the
Railway Officers’ Union, is registered under
the Industrial Arbitration Aet. The pro-
posal in the Bill will rectify this anomaly.
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The second amendment is oecasioned by the
fact that the W.A. Railway Officers’ Union
cannot take legal action to recover amounts
owing to it by its members.

Hon. J. Cornell; Why not?

The HONORARY MINISTER: Because
it is registered under the old English Trades
Unions Aet, 1902, and not under the Indus-
trial Arbitration Act. I think everybody
will recognise that that is now out of date.
Every other union registered in the Arbi-
tration Court has the right to sue members
who are indehted to it.

This amendment will therefore extend to
the Ratlway Officers’ Union a privilege that
is enjoyed by other pnions and will entitle
the organisation to take action when neces-
sary against any member, in a local court
or in a court of summery jurisdiction. At
the present time the union, although per-
mitted by its rules to infliet fines, levies,
ete., is prevented from recovering any
amounts due by members, under Section 5 of
the Trade Unions Act of 1902, which states
that unions eannot enforce an agreement for
the payment by members of penalties or
subseriptions.

This provision was taken from the Eng-

lish Trades Union Aet, 1871, and is now:

antiquated and not in harmony with modern
methods and ideas. That is recognised to
be out of date nowadays. All progressive
employers acknowledge that unions have
their proper place in industry. The aim of
this amendment could have been achieved by
amending the Industrial Arbitration Aect, but
the Government considered it would be pre-
ferable to amend the Railways Classifica-
tion Board Aet. I trnst that members will
approve of the Bill, which has no other
objeet than to remove an anomalous position
existing in connection with the Tramway
Officers Union and to give the Railway Offi-
cers’ U'nion a privilege which is possessed
by other organisations registered under the
Tndustrial Arbitration Act. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. J. CORNELL (South). [843]:
There are two features in this Bill. One
denls with a change of name, and the other
with the right to sue members of the
organisation for their dues. It amends the
Trade Unions Aet. The Minister has said
that that is an obsolete Aect, but there is
a right way and a wrong way of deing
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things. The Minister has indicated that
this organisation cannot be registered and
is therefore denied the right to sue its
members for the vecovery of dues. T
overcome that difficulty clauses have beer
put in here to the effect thai, notwith-
standing in the Trade Unions Act, the
organisation cean do what it could if i
were registered under the Industrial Arbi.
tration Aet. That is a dishonest way of
going about things, and something thal
should not he encouraged. Why does the
union want to remain under the Trade
Unions Act?

The Bonorary Minister: Because it ean-
not register under the State Arbifratior
Act.

Hon, J. CORNELL: It does not follow
that it need register under the Trade
Unions Aet. It is not bound to do that, as
the Minister should know, having been ar
indusirial seecretary. This is a hole and
corner way of doing it, and is not honest

The Honorary Minister: It achieves the
same object.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Of course it does
and that objeet is to give the organisatior
a right that it is denied under the Indus.
trial Arbitration Act. Is that the way tc
do it? Why not repeal the Trade Union:
Aet if it is of no use, or why not amenc
it so that organisations could sue for dues'
That would be the proper way to do i
rather than to inelude such a prevision ir
the Bill. If the clause is allowed to re
main, the Honorary Minister shonld maove
to amend the Title beeause the Bill reall;
amends the Trade Unions Act. T protes
against the adoplion of such a method. !
have certainly no objection to an organisa
tion suing n member for dues that are 1°
months in arrear, but I objeet to the methoc
by which that is to be achieved. If it i
necessary to amend the legislation for thaf
purpose, the Covernment should amend the
Trade Unions Act and not seek to do it ir
this way.

The Honorary Minister: This will save
amending two Acts.

Hon. J. CORNELL: But it is a devions
way. In this instance, the Labour Party i
like the heathen Chinee in the adoption o
a devious method.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee withount
debate, reported without smendment and
the report adopted.

BILL—AIR NAVIGATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [8.50] in moving the second
reading said: It is proposed by this Bill to
amend the Air Navigation Act of 1937 by
the insertion of & new section, the purpose
of which is to define clearly the extent of the
powers possessed by the Commonwealth in
respect of eivil aviation and o proteet the
rights of the State in that connection. Prior
to the passing of the parent Act in 1937 the
Commonweaith Government, through the
Civil Aviation Department, had been exer-
eising certain limited control over the opera-
tions of aireraft throughout Australia. These
functions extended only to technical matters
or safety measures, including the examina-
tion and testing of aireraft as regards their
safety, the issue of certificates of airworthi-
ness, the testing and licensing of pilots, the
inspeetion, approval and registration of aero-
dromes, and air traffic rules.

In 1937, the High Court, in what hecame
known as the Goya Henry ease, ruled that
the Commonwealth Government had no con-
stitutional authority to assume these powers,
which the eourt stated were the prerogative
of the States. As a result, the Prime Min-
1ster convened a conference ol State Pre-
miers, at which it was agreed to introduee
legislation in each State to provide statu-
tory authority for the Commonwealth to eon-
tinue its limited powers of control. The Air
Navigation Aet was therefore approved by
the Western Australian Parliament in 1937.
Tt provided that the regulations made under
the Commonwealth Air Navigation Aect, 1920-
1936, should apply to air navigation within
this State in a similar manner as if they
were ineorporated in the State Act, and that
all powers and funetions vested in Commeon-
wealth authovities by those regulations should
also he delezated to those autborities hy the
State Act.

Another provision in the Act was that any
certificate, license or regisiration granted,
recognised, cancelled or suspended under the

[COUNCIL.]

Commonwealth regulations or under the Act
of another State should have the same effect
as if the action had been taken under the
State Act. No usurpation by the Coinmon-
wealth of State powers was effected by the
legislation. In ecommon with similar Acts
passed in the other States it bas ensured an
cfficient supervision by one suthority of fly-
ing throughout Australia with a view to
public safety. There are some doubts in the
minds ol those controlling eivil aviation as
to the limit of the Commonwealth’s powers.
This has recently resulted in some delay in
the development of intrastate air transport
in Western Australia, and this Bill is heing
introduced to clarify the position.

The Bill provides for the inclusion in the
principal Aet of a new section which states
that the provisions of the Aect shall in no
way affect the operation of Seetions 45, 46
and 17 of the State Transport Co-Ordination
Act, 1033-1940, which sections deal with the
licensing hy the State of intrastate airveraft
vperating south of the 26th parallel of lati-
(nde. The amendment will clarify the posi-
tion and leave no doubt as to the limit of
the powers that are possessed by the Com-
monwenlth Government in respect of eivil
aviation. There will actually be no altera-
tion in the policy that has heen in operation
and has heen giving satisfaction for a num-
her of years. I therefore have no hesitation
in eommending the Bill to the House. 1
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East) {8.54]:
T do not intend to oppose the Bill, but
there is a point I would like to raise. At
present, a certain amount of latitnde is
allowed with regard to the earrying on of
air lines in Western Australia, which seems
to he more or less cireumseribed by the
attitude adopted by the Tranzport Board.
It orcurs to me that possibly the hoard
may he placed in a position where it could
take aefion but would hesitate to do so in
aszociation with air lines or owners of air-
eraft who sought te undertake serviees in
various parts of the State.

I'or example, a proposal has been made
whereby the owner of an aireraft has asked
permission to be allowed to conduct a
vegular service hetween two points in West-
ern Australia. There may be railway com-
mutnieation hetween those two points but,
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owing to existing conditions, the railways
are not meeting the convenience of people
who wish to travel in that part of the
State and a quieker and more cheap service
could be provided by air transport. 1
would like to know if the powers of the
Transport Board could be extended, or al-
lowed to operate, to meet that state of
affairs. We know that the board is sup-
posed to operate from the standpoint of
efficiency and not necessarily to subordi-
nate other transport serviees to the Rail-
way Department. Unfortunately, in opera-
tion there has been a certain amount of
recognition of the railway service somewhat
to the detriment of others of the type to
which I have referred. I regard the Bill as
an opportunity to bring the matter undor
the notice of the Transport Board, through
the Minister.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. .
Ritson—West—in reply) [8.56]: I have a
somewhat limited knowledge of the matter
referred to by Mr. Seddon, but I do not
think I shall be divulging any secret when
T say that negotiations are in progress he-
tween the Transport Board and the rail-
ways and certain air lines with regard to
satisfactory arrangements being made in
connection with certain routes. Whether
that referred to by Mr. Seddon is included
in the routes of which I have knowledge
I cannot say, but the Bill will certainly
clarify the position, and will mean that
the Transport Board will have the right to
deal with the question of licensing aireraft
for intrastate services.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported withont amendment and
the report adopled. ~

BILL—--TROTTING CONTROL.
Seeond Reading.

Debate vesomed from the previous day,

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [8.59]:
last week I spent an afternoon on the Trot-
ting Control Bill and made copious nofes.
I made up my mind to vote against the mea-
sure. Sinee then the report of Mr. Dunphy
has heen submitted to the House by the Chief

2074

Secretary and all my intentions have now
been changed. Last night this House deall
with a Bill which would involve the Govern
ment in the expenditure of a sum up t
£1,000,000 to supply electricity to the whol
of the South-West Land Division. Th
House was half empty; and the people whe
had come fo listen to the speeches wer:
mainly shuffling through boredon.

The PRESIDENT : Order! The hon. mem
ber must not reflect on the House.

Hon. L. CRAIG: T was going to connec
my rcmarks, Sir. But when another Bil
dealing with a sport or an industry was in
trodnced the House filled and other thing:
took place.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: That is not correct
T walked out.

Hon. .. CRAIG: 1 meant people of im
portance.

Hon. J. Cornell: Another reflection!

The PRESIDENT: 1 must ask the hon
menmber to confine his attention to the Bil
hofore the House.

Honr. L. CRAIG: I have no leanings to
wards the Trotting Association nor toward
the Breeders, Owners and Trainers’ Associa
tion. I have no special regard for troitin
ns a sport; but trotting has appesled to th
people of this State and tremendons sums o
moncy have berome involved. When spor
and maney become associated, there is
tendeney for the lure of money to under
mine the eleanliness of sport.

Hon. A. L. Loton: That is the hon. mem
ber’s opinion.

Hon. I.. CRAIG: Yes. I am giving my ow
opinion. Consider the intense propaganda
I received numerows letters and telegrams
Had the sport been cricket or some othe
sport in which finanee or money did no
enfer, would there have been that propa
ganda? I have in mind that trotting is a
indostry; it is an industry which is doin
much good. It is keeping many people i
employment and providing n market fo
farmers’ produce. Tt distributes money sup
plied by the wise or by the unwise, who le
their hard-earned cash slip through reluet
ant fingers,

Hon, A. L. Loton: If you do not speculat
you do not accumulate!

Hon. L. CRAIG: The point is that trot
ting has captured the imagination of larg
numbers of people, and therefore |
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is the duty of the Government to ensure
that the sport is eontinued not omly as a
sport but as a clean sport. For some time
there has been friction between the Trotting
Apgsociation and people engaged in racing
but not within the association, I was in-
directly connected with that friction through
being a member of the eouncil of the Royal
Agricultura]l Society. I believe we were at
one time criticised for allowing the Royal
Show grounds to be used for trotting, The
position was this: The Royal Agricultural
Society owns a beautiful ground which is,
and always has been, available for Ietting
to anybody for any legitimate purpose. The
Society was approached by certain people
who were desirous of training or racing
horzses on the ground. Had the society re-
fused permission, it would bave been tak-
ing sides, Tt would have been drawn into
the controversy. It had no reason to say
that anybody should not use the ground,
whether it were the Seventh Day Adventists,
a children’s party or trotters. We did not
want to enter into any dispute at all and,
had the ground been refused, we would have
been taking sides. We had no feelings in
the matter.

The PRESIDENT : Will the hon. member
connect his remarks with the Bill before the
House?

Hon, L. CRAIG: Thev are conneeted with
the Bill,

The PRESIDENT: 1 am waiting for the
hon. member to connect his remarks with
the Bill

Hon. L. CRAIG: I think they are very

closely connected, but I defer to your de--

cision, Sir. I hope I shall keep to the
Bill in future. I wanted to elear the Agri-
culiural Society from any suggestion of par-
ticipation in this trotting dispute. A re-
port has been submitted by Mr. Dunphy
which I have in front of me. Mr. Dunphy
has made charges against members of the
Trotting Association, particularly the pre-
sident. Those charges some will say are ill-
based. I do mot know. But the charges
have been made publicly and eannot re-
main unchallenged. Mr. Dunphy says—

At pages 11 and 12 1 made a tentative
report on the positive statement made hy Mr.
Stratton that league control in South Australia
and New Zealand had been a failure and that
there was a strong move for reversion to prin-
cipal elub control. I there stated that T was
making inquiries and would advise later as to
the result thereof. . . .

[COUNCIL.]

I told Mr. Stratton I could hardly believe
such a statement, as actually there was no sub-
stantial legislation existing in Western Austra-
lia governing the sport of trotting. In fact,
I made it quite clear that I considered we were
completely deficient of any effective legislative
control in thie State.

I now come f{o the charges which Mx
Dunphy makes—

"In the circumstances, I consider that Mr.
Btratton las deliberntely misrepresented this
portion of his case. He made an unequivocal
statement that Lieutenant-Colonel Nicholl’s in-
quiries in this State were being made with
respect to the control of trotting by a principal
club as opposed to control of trotting by a
league. It is abundantly clear that such was
never the case. Apparently, all that the New
Zealand people were eoncerned about was the
Australinn system of race supervision by paid
stipendiary stewards, as opposed to the New
Zealand system of supervision by homorary
officials.

That is the statement I am referring to.
There are many others almost equally dis-
turbing.

Hou. E. H. H. Hall interjected.

Hon. L. CRAIG: If the hon. member will
allow me, I will read the report. Did the
hon. member make statements when Mr
Parker was speaking?

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: No, T walked out. T
will walk out again if you keep on.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The Hon.
Mr. Craig.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Mr. Stratton holds &
responsible position in this State. He is,
I believe, the Treasurer of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association. He is & man of some
importance and the least we can do, as
well as the supporters on either side, those
who want to see right done about trotting,
those who want to elear the officials of
the Trotting Association, those who want
to elear the good name of Mr. Stratton, is
to see that this Bill does not die. I heartily
endorse and support the appointment of a
Royal Commission. So grave are these
charges that we must not let them stay where
they are, otherwise & slur will remain on
the names of people connected with trotting.

Point of Order,

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Mr. President, I
rise to a point of order. My point is that
the hon. member will have an opportunity
to state his views on the motion to be sob-
mitted tomorrow evening hy Mr. Baxter for
the appointment of a Royal Commission.
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The President: Order! I think if is merely
& passing reference to the possible appoint-
ment of a Royal Commission.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: 1 hope <o.

The President: The Hon, Mr. Craig!

Debate yesumed.

Hon, L. CRAIG: Thank you, Sir. The
hon. member apparently has some prejudice.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: I want you to address
yourself to the Bill

Hon. L. CRAIG: I am addressing myself
to the President. I hope the House will
not rest satisfied and let this matter drop
by defeating the Bill. I hope the House
will support Mr. Baxter’s motion for the
appointment of a Royal Commission, where
evidence may. be taken on oath and full facts
obtained. I hope this will eventually lead
to the sport being conducted in a decent
demoeratic way which will satisfy those con-
trolling it, those who race the horses and
those otherwise connected with the industry.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central} [9.12]:
I will try to confine my few remarks within
the space of a very few minutes, and not
oceupy as much time as was oecupied by
Mr. Craig. I am against the Bill. I am
in favour of further action being taken as
outlined by Mr, Baxter this afternoon. I
shall content myself by stating my reasons
¢n his motion.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) [9.13]: What
exercises my mind in approaching the con-
sideration of this Bill is whether a change
is necessary in the eonirol of tfrotting in
this State. It is not a question of Parlia-
ment settling a difference between one see-
tion of the sport and another section. Has
the sport been conducted fairly and de-
eently? By implication, Mr. Craig says it
has not been conducted decently. He said
that we should have an inquiry, so that the
sport will be conduncted decently in the
future. I venture to say that it has been
conducted decently over the past years.
What I wish to prove to the House, if I
can, is that not only bas it been conducted
decently, but that it has been conducted in
& very businesslike way. It has been lifted
up from the doldrums of some years ago tv
the wonderful financinl position which it oe-
cupies todey. There is no doubt in my mind
that the Bill emanated from the Trades
Hall,

The Chief Seeretary: That is not true.
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Hon. 1. Craig: That is not true.

Hon, G. B. WOOD: It was conceived al
the Trades Hall.

The Chief Secretary: No,
from true,

Hon. G, B. WOOD: Very well, I stand
corrected. I understood that the people whe
sponsored the Bill and put it up to the Gov-
ernment were inspired by the support of
Trades Hall people,

The Chief Secrctary: That is not true.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I withdraw that re-
mark, It is what I homestly believed. If
it is not true, I am quite prepared to with.
draw 1it.

The Chief Secretary: That is the propa.
ganda that is being put around,

Hon. G. B. WQOD: I have not listened
to any propaganda. I have no axe to grind.
I am not a racing man. Culy on one oces-
sion did I make use of my gold pass fc
attend the trots. I have never used it tc
attend a meeting of the W.A. Turf Club
for the reason that I have not got time. If
I did have the time, I have not got the
money to bet as I would like fo.

The Chief Secretary: There is no need
to het; make a social engagement of it.

Hon, G. B. WOOD: T do not want any-
one to think that I am kow-towing to the
W.A.T.A. or any other organisation. I do
not know any of the members except
easually. There is no doubt that the people
who put this up to the Government are
those associated with a body known as the
BO. & TA.

The Chief Secretary: That is not true.
It was the Crown Solicitor.

Hon. L. Craig: If the hon. member read:
the report he will find it all there.

Hon. G, B. WOOD: I think all thi
trouble was inspired by the B.O. & T.A.
Whether that otganisation has a just reason
I do not know.

The Chief Sceretary: Have you read the
report?

Hon. G. B. WQOD: Yes. I intend tc
talk about it later. One of the proposals
is to give the B.0, & T.A. representation on
the league. My considered opinion is that
it is a dangerous thing to give people whe
are living on the game—I have no objection
to people living on the game if they can do
so—the right to be on the board of control
Wonld Mr. Craig suggest that the jockeys
and treiners should be on the committee of
the W.AT.C.

That is far
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Hon. L, Craig: The owner-trainers can be
on it.

Hon. H. L. Roche:
trainers.

Hon. L. Craig: I did not mention that
part of it.

Hon. G. B. WOOQD: The hon. member
talked about the Royal Agricultural Society
and everything else but the Bill. Al
members will agree with me when I say that
trotting today is a elean sport, or as clean
as it ecan possibly be made. Why alter it?
By interjection I asked the Chief Secrctary,
when be was speaking, why we should alter
the present system. He said that I should
know the reason becanse of what has hap-
pened in the past. Are we going to foster
Government conirol every time there is s
dispute somewhere? The Government has
not attempted to take over the Collie mines
because a few strikes have taken place
there. This is definitely Government eontrol
of a sport.

Hon. G. Fraser: How is it?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Some members speak
against the Government control of indus-
try; it is far worse when the Government
steps in here.

Hon. G. F¥raser: Where is the Govern-
ment control of this sport?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The hon. member
has not read the Bill! I will deal with
that later.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Mr. Frasev
will have an opportunity to speak later.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: When I deal with
the Bill T will try to demonstrate to this
House where Government control of trot-
ting comes in. I always think the public
is a splendid judge of what is going on.
The public does not have ta go to the trots
if it does not want to. But we know by
the huge attendances there that the public
does go to the trots, and it should he a
very efficient uwmpire. If the public is
satisfied to pay its admission charges and
patronise it as it does—and I suppose there
is ne better patronised sport in Australia
than the meetings of the W.AT.A. at
Gloueester Park—we would he well advised
to leave the control where it ts. On ocea-
sions we have large attendances at ericket
matehes, but for consistent attendances I
venture to say that the trots hold their
own with anythiog in the Commonwealth.

Not professiona!

[COUNCIL.]

Let us look at the records of the stakes
paid. The stakes are far higher than those
provided by the W.A.T.C. They are higher
than any stakes paid in South Australia
or in any other part of the Commonweatth.
The money that has been given away by
this ovganisation is eolossal.

In one part of Mr. Dunphy's report to
whieh 1 shall refer later, be mentions what
should be given to the country. I have a list
of what has been given to agrieultural shows
and to country clubs. I shall not read the
whole list, but mention some of the
amonnis. In 1943, in round figures £2,600
was given away. In 1942, £1,000 was given
away and £1,190 in 1940, Away hack in
1928, £779 was given away. In all a total
of £12,154 has been donated. That is a lot
of money. I also call to mind that in ahout
1926 the Trotting Assoeciation, In order to
improve the sport in the conntry, donated
the huge some of £1,200 to improve the
agricultural show ground at York. Un-
fortunately the galloping interests were
too streng there and trotfing did not cateh
an. [ mention that just to show that this
organisation is not selfish with its money,
but is prepared to distribute it throughout
the country. I ean also eall to mind that
some years age it was instrumental in
spending something like £1,300 in import-
ing stallions from Ameriea. It also gave
£1,700 to Anzae House. I remember well
the wonderful service that the association
eave to the cricket association in Western
Australia, and the pavilion it helped to
huild. T think the W.A.T.A. helped to kecp
cricket on the map during thase vears.

All these things must eount with any fair-
minded person. The faets I have put for-
ward demonstrate the efficiency of the com-
mittee that has been running this associa-
tion for so long. T understand that the
Trotting Association has given something
like £110,000 to wartime charitable institu-
tions such as Service Homes, eote. Mr.
Dunphy, in his report, takes exception to
that and says that it should have spent the
money on its grounds and provided further
amenities. I think that is a terrible thing
to sny. Thd not we all do what we possibly
could to further the war effort, and let
evervthing else go?

Hon. J. Cornell: He said some of it
should have heen spent on the grounds.
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Hon. G. B. WOOD: Yes. I say that the
Trotting Association did the right thing in
giving every penany it could in that way,
providing it could keep the sport going.
The W.AT.C, I anderstand, did the same
thing. DMany other associations did too.
When we know these things I, for one, am
not going to support this Bill, I eould
not, and I hope that other members will
think likewise. I would like to make refer-
ence to the wonderful finaneial job that
My, Stratton did when the Trotting Asso-
ciption was in a bad way, Members should
compare the position it was about 15 years
ago with what it is today. It was in debt
then and it was at that time that these
people should have come into the picture.
We did not hear so much from them o
few years ago when things were not so
wood, They want to come in now and get
a eut out of the spoils.

T am going to make a comparison here, |
have mentioned stakes. I am now going to deal
with the nomination fees. In the W.A.T.C.
the nomination fee for a £3,000 stake is £1,
first payment £5,.final aceeptance £30, and
losing rider €2, a total of £38. TFor the
W.AT.A. Cup of £3250 the nomination
fee for the qualifying races of £300 is £2
Gs. acceptance, and the horses which qualify
far the race enter without further fee.
What a comparison that is! Yet we are
asked by Mr, Dunphy to give the Minister
power to make regulations similar to

the W.AT.C. Mr. Dunphy also talks
ahont the admission fees. Well, the
W.A.T.C. charges 14s. &s against the
Trotting Club’s admission fee of 6.
8d. A lesser amount is ehayged for
ladies’ tickets. I do not think that

this committee is exploiting the position
in having an open go. The committee con-
trolling the sport should be the best judge
of admission fees. Why should the Minis-
ter have power to say “Yes” or “No” with
regard to admission fees? I say he should
not, and I have my doubts as to whether he
wants that right either.

The Chief Secretary: I have my doubts
a5 to whether von have analysed the Bill.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I will come to the
Bill later. There are only twe aspeets of
it that I want to deal with. If the BO. &
T.A. ean get away with this, what about
the bovs at Belmont? They will want some-
thing, too: there is not the slightest douht
nbont that.
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Hon. G. Fraser: It might{ not be a bac
thing either.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The hon. menbe
thinks it wauld be a good thing. 1 definitely
do not. Anyone making his living out of
the sport and liable to engage in malprae:
tiees ought not to have a place on the con:
trolling committee. 1t would be highly un
desirable. We know the joekeys and train:
ers do things that they shouvid not do.

Hon. G. Fraser: You let the owners in tc
the W.AT.C.

Hon. G. B, WOOD: They arc elected. Tc
put these people in control would he very
wrong, and this House should not agree tc
doing that. I want to know why the B.O. &
T.A. knew all about this Bill and no-one
clse did.

Hon. G. Fraser: Who said it did?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I will tell the hon
member who said so. 1 have a letter frox
a man named George Cornell, of Kellerher
rin. He wrote to me and he was evidently
told by the delegation that weni up therc
what was in the proposed Bill. He was evi
dently not told everything, but he appar-
ently did know the eonstitution of the league
[n hig letter to me he states—

The wmceting enrried a resolution favouring

the eontrol of trotting by an independent boart
. - - . to he presided by an independent chair
man, nominated by the Government.
He was not told that the Minister had the
right to reject any nomineces, or to put then
out of office if it pleased him to do so. The
Tetter continues—

As the contents of the Bill are not known ir
their entirety:

Hon. J. Cornell: On a peint of order, have
T a vight to ask that the letter being quoted
hy the hon, member be laid on the Table of
the House?

The PRESIDENT : Yes, the hon. membes
may nsk that that be done.

Hon. J. Cornell: Then I ask for it.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member will
luter lay the letter on the Table of the House.

Hon. G, B. WOOD: Certainly! there is
nothing to hide. The writer merely states
the position ag he sees it. He continned—
it is diffienlt to give an opinion on it.
He does not express an opinion, which was
very wise of him. He told we what bad hap-
pened. He did not ask me to support or
oppose the Bill. I had an invilation to at-
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tend the meeting at Kellerberrin and I told
bim that I could not be present, and he was
courteous enough to write me and inform me
of what had happened. The letter contin-
ued—

However, in my opinion, it is essential that
country clubs receive monetary grants, as with-
out such financial assistance it is difficult to
see how they could be self-supperting enough
te be pble to offer stakes sufficiently goed to
attract both good nominations and the publie.

Any grants would need to be made available
to the District Trotting Coutcils who would
alloeate it among the several ¢lubs within each
council area.

It is rumoured that the Bill is to be treated
48 a non-party measurc and will be introduced
first into the Legislative Council by the Chief
Secretary.

8o in answer to My. Fraser, I say that the
B.O.T.A. did know the contents of the Bill.

Hon. G. B Fraser: You knew them, too.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member will have an opportunity later.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Before the Bill was
framed, the W.A.T.A., in my opinion, should
have bheen consulted and given an oppor-
tunity to express its views, especially after
having done a good job over the years.

The Chief Secretary: The association was
asked to confer with regard to recommen-
dations for a Bill,

Hon. G. B, WOOD: That is all right.

The Chief Secretary: And the association
refused.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I was not aware of
that.

Hon. G. Fraser: If the hon. member asks

a few more questions, he might get some
information.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I was under the
impression that the association bad not been
consulted, but I take the Chief Secretary’s
word that it was. I wish now briefly to
examine Mr. Dunphy’s report. I think Mr.
Dunphy was sent out on a sort of fishing
expedition to see what be could dig up
againat the W.A.T.A.

The Chief Secretary: On a point of order,
the hon. member is aceusing the Government
of sending the Crown Solicitor cut on a fish-
ing expedition. I take exception to the re-
mark. I think it is unecalled for.

The PRESIDENT: I am sure the hon.
member will withdraw that remark.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I unreservedly with-
draw. I did not mean to imply anything

[COUNCIL.]

very harsh against the Chief Secretary. Ap-
parently Mr. Dunphy took it upon himself.

The Chief Seeretary:; Certainly you have
not read the papers. ‘

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I read the whole of
the report.

The Chief Secretary: Then you have for-
gotten what you read.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: There are no other
statements attached to the report. I know
that the Premier received some letters that
are not with the report. I think Mr. Parker
referred to this last evening. These were
letters from the Fremantle Trotting Club
and from the Golden Mile Trotting Club
and, in my opinion, those letters should be
on the file. The flle is not complete,

The Chief Secretary: I do not like in-
terrupting the hon. member, but may I draw
his attention to the request of this House
which was that Mr, Dunphy's report and
relevant papers be laid on the Table of the
House? The motion had nothing to do
with correspondence sent to the Premier, to
me, or to any one else. Further, the hon.
member has no right to accuse the Crown
Solicitor of not having placed on the Table
the relevant papers.

Hon. G, B. WOOD: I think the lefters
should be on the file.

The Chief Secretary. There was no file.

Hon, G, B. WOOD: Mr. Dunphy made it
his business to put on the file letters that
suited him—Iletters from New Zealand and
South Ausiralia. Why did not he put the
other letters on the file?

The Chief Secretary: He did not bave
them.

Hon. G, B, WOOD: I accept that ex-
planation, but it is rather confusing to find
some letters on the file and not others.

Hon. G, Fraser: It is not a file.

Hon. G. B, WOOD: I disagree with the
Chief Secretary: They are relevant papers
and should be on the filee ] would have
liked to see a list of the people from whom
Mr. Dunphy took evidence. I would like
to know who they were and what each one
said. I quite expected that we would be
supplied with such information. Mr.
Dunphy did refer to professional men, train-
ers and so forth, but what is a professional
man? Is it one who drives or rides a horse?
Such a men could be described &s & profes-
signal man.
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Hon. V. Hamersley: Did he formulate the
Bill off his own bat?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I do not know.

Hon, J. Cornell: Why not accuse the
Chief Secretary of writing it?

The Chief Secretary: I am getting used
to aecusations.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I should like to
know why the Chief Secretary did not quote
from Mr. Dunphy's report when he was
moving the second reading of the Bill

Hon. G. Fraser: He wanted to keep per-
sonalities ouf.

The Honorary Minister: That shows how
fair he was.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Fair to whom? I
feel inclined to compliment the Chief Sec-
retary on having refrained from quoting the
report. That indicates what I think of it.
It seems to me that, as the Chief Seeretary
did not see fit to quote the report and use it,
this House should not take any notice of it.

Hon. G. Fraser interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
member is not addressing the House.
Wood has the floor.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: If the hon. member
would make his interjections concise instead
of trying to make a speech, I might be able
to answer them.

The PRESIDENT: The bon. member
must not provoke interjeetions.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I propose to deal
briefly with the report. The reason why I
think we should not take any notice of the
report is on aceount of certain remarks that
My. Dunphy himself made about the evi-
dence. He said—

Objections to Mr. Stratton were grouped as
follows:—*‘To his absolute dietatorship and
complete control of the association’s affpirs;
to his direet personal monetary gain from his
presidential position in manipulation of events,
handicaps and officials in relation to troiting
horses racing in his ownership or interests.’’
Later on he said that a lot of the findings in
his report were based on hearsay and gos-
sip. Are we to accept and take nofice of
a report which the man making it admits
is based on bearsay and gossip? For my
part 1 shall not take any nofice of it. If
the report had been based on evidence given
before a Royal Commission—

Hon. G. Fraser: A Royal Commission
was offered. ‘

Hon. J. Cornell: The hon.
about to commit suiecide now.

The hon.
Mr.

member is
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Hon. G, B, WOOD: If the report we
based on evidence given before a Roy:
Commission, we could take notice of it,

Hon. G. Fraser: A Royal Commissic
was offered.

Hon. G. B, WOOD: The Chief Seeretar
did not make any use at all of Mr, Dunphy
report.

The Chief Secretary: I wanted to kee
personalities out of the debate, but have nc
been allowed to do so.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I take my hat o
to the Chief Secretary for having refraine
from using the report.

The Chief Secretary: I will use it whe
I reply.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: But I will use it fir
of all. Mr. Dunphy admits that the repo:
was based on gossip and hearsay.

Hon. J. Cornell: What did the audito:
say about certain sums of money? Wi
that hearsay? )

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. G. B, WOOD: The bon. memb
will be able to speak later on. The audite
did make eertain remarks about the sala
and expenses drawn by Mr. Stration. 1
view of the wonderful job Mr. Stratton an
his friends have done, and seeing that t!
sum total of the salary and expenses—h
expenses must have been heavy—is onl
£1,500, I thiok the association got off ver
cheaply. So long as the members are sati
fied, why should there be any complaint?
understand that DMr. Stratton goes Ea
periodically and is under quite a lot of e
pense. He is in the East now. M
Dunphy, in his report, made mention of tl
Primary Producers’ Trustee Company whie
handles the accountancy matters of the a
sociation. He said that Mr. Stratton ol
tained a lot of indirect profit, but he di
not say how muech. He did mention th:
Mr. Stratton had 2,205 shares in the con
pany, but there are other sharcholders wit
4,000 shares. Another shareholder's nanm
mentioned is one who I think has a chara
ter that is unassailable in this community.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Not in trotting.

Hon. G. B. WO0OD: I do not wish |
mention his name. Let me now refer to tk
Bill. There iz provision in the Bill to gi
the Chief Secretery power fo disallow reg
lations. The other organisations may nom
nate persons for appointment, but the Chi
Seeretary will have the final say. T1f th
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Chief Secretary so desired, he need not ap-
point Mr. Stratton to the committee or to
the leagne. Nor need he appoint Mr,
Atking or anyone else.

Hon. J. Cornell: Where does the
say that?%

Hon. G, B. WOOD: I say that to give
the Chief Seeretary such power is dynamite.
Tn fact, it is worse; it is atomie.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is not in the Bill,

Hon. (0, B. WOOD: That does not apply
to the W.A.T.C.

Hon. G. Fraser: In what clause is that
stated?

Hon G. B. WOOD: I am not allowed te
mention clanses on the second reading, as
the hon. member well knows. If the hon.
member has read the Bill, he ought to know
that that provision is in it.

Hon. G. Fraser: ] cannot see it, and that
is= whv I ask vou to tell me.

Hon. G, B. WQOD: I would be called to
order if I mentioned the clause, but I assure
the hon. member that it is in the Bill.

The Chief Secretary: I think vou are
under a misapprehension.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I must ask
the hon. member to ignore all interjections.

Hon, . B. WOOD: T shall be only too
glad to ignore interjeetions, but T do not
wish to be discourteous.

The PRESIDENT: I especially ask the
hon, member {o ignore &l1 interjeetions.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I definitely shall do
»0. We have heard a little about the eon-
trol of the W.A.T.C,, and this is similar, I
think. The Chief Secretary mentioned that.
There is nothing in the W.A.T.C. Aect of
1892 which gives the Minister such power.
The Minister has power with regard to re-
gulations, bui nothing like this. By inter-
jection, I asked the Minister whether in
South Australia the Minister appointed the
chairman and be replied, “I think so.” The
Chief Secretary guessed wrong; he just did
not know.

The Chief Secretary: I am afraid yon
are all at sea with the facts.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Under the constitu-
tion of the South Australian League, the
chairman is appointed by the members. Each
district couneil appoints a member of the
league and the members appoint the chair-
man: but that is not so under this Bill. The
Chief Seeretary shakes his hend, hut I rend

Bill
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that in the constitution of the South Austra-
lian trotting organisation, and I can assure
the Huuse it is true. I read it only today in
black and white. There, the Minister does
not appoint the chairman—unless there has
been an amendment in the last few months.
Anofher part of the Bill I do not like refers
to the power of the Minister to make by-
laws. That may be the case in regard to
the W.A.T.C.. but it is most undesirable.

The Chief Secretary: He has the right to
reject them.

Hon, G. B. WOOD: I stand correcied. I
think that anything like that should eome
to this House. T intend to vote against the
second reading. Today a question was asked
in another place whether the Government
would eonsider appointing a Royal Commis-
sion and the Premier replied that he would
give it every consideration. I believe that
is the proper way, in view of what has
been s&id and what has been noised about
in a whispering campaign.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is not the answer
that the Premier gave. You are giving the
WIONng answer.

Hon. G. B. WOOD:; The Premier gave the
answer that the Government would consider
the matter. T oppose the second reading.

HON. @. FRASER (West) [9.46]: I de-
sire to offer a few remarks on this measure,
Hon. H. L. Roche interjected.

The PRESIDENT: QOrder! The hon. mem-
ber must not interject.

Hon. G. FRASER: Before offering my
few romarks, I had better make my position
clear. There is a trotting owner or trainer
with the same name and initials ag mine with
whom I have often been ceonfused. As a
matter of fact on one cceasion, at the open-
ing meeting at Fremantle, during the first
race of the evening in which he had 2 horse
running, I was pestered with inquiries as to
whether it was a trier or not.

Hon. H, L. Roche: They are al) trievs.

Hon. G. FRASER: I hecame zo tired of
explaining that it was not my horse that T
finally informed people that it would win,
The story ended all right, because it did
win. I have been a follower of racing and
trotting all my life. I have followed trot-
ting in the Perth-area since the first meeting
on the Belmont Park race course. I have
foliowed it in the Fremantie arca since the
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days of the Tradesmen’s Trot or, as it was
known by many people, the Bicton Bush-
rangers’ Handicap. In the whole of that
time I have not been eonnected with either
the W.A. Trotting Association, the Breeders,
Owners and Trainers’ Association, or any
other association officially conneccled with
the sport. 1 have attended mectings in the
guise of a member of the publie, just as a
modest punter; and, strange to say, I still
have a few ghillings left to gamble with.

It is said that the looker-on sees most of
the game. I do not know whether that is so
in racing and trotting, but 1 think I am eom-
petent fo express a few opinions regarding
trotting affnirs in this State. No one conld
have hud a longer association with the sport
than I, beeause I have been attending meet-
ings from the inecption. 1 have no axe to
grind either with regard to the Trotting As-
sociation or the B.O.T.A. I am not linked
with either body in any shape or form. [
am purely neutral and I consider [ am com-
petent fo express opinions frem a public
point of view. 1 hardly think that as a re-
sult of my long association with the sport
I am likely to do anything but support this
measure. I listened attentively to My
Parker when he was submitting a cuse on
behalf of the Trotting Assoeiation, and | was
rather disappointed.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Mr. President, 1
agk for a withdrawal. I was speaking on be-
half of the public and have nothing what-
ever to do with either party. I was noi re-
presenting either the Trotting Association
or the B.O.T.A. but was speaking on behalf
of the publie.

The PRESIDENT: I am sure Mr. Fraser
will recept the hon. member’s explanation.

Hon. G. FRASER: Shall I suggest that
the hon. member was putting up a case
against the Bill?

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Most decidedly.

Hon. G. FRASER : Listening to that case,
I was disappointed becsuse it appesred to
me that the tone of the debate suggested
that it was a matter of Clark versus Strat-
ton. I am not interested in either of those
individuals, but I am interested in the sport.
I hardly think that the hon. member at any
stage touched on the Bill.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: [ touched on tha
prineiples.

‘Hon. G. FRASER: Or on the prineiples
cither. His speech was either about some-
thing that somebody broadeast or something
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that somebody said. It is not my intentic
to deal with any broadcast or anything th
is in the report of the former Crown So
citor. I intend to deal with the positi
as I koow it. Having been amongst t
publie, I am satisfied that the public war
some alteration. This Bill appears to r
to provide the necessary alteration.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Where does the publ
say that?

Hon. G. FRASER: I am suying it as
member of the publie, and my associati
with the public leads me to believe that th
is what the puablic wants. Mr., Wood p
up a case just now, but admitted that .
had never been to a trotting meeting. |
he ecould not speak on behaif of the peog
attending trotting meetings. 1 have e
tended those meefings and 1 fraternise wi
others attending them, so that I have sor
iden of what they require. The trotti
publie of this State desires some alteratio
I give due credit to the officials of the Trc
ting Association for the work they have do
in connection with trotting in this State; b
the great improvement that has taken pla
has not been duc to onme source alone b
to three sources—the efforts of the Trotti
Association, the efforts of the B.O.T.A. a
the patronage of the publie.

Hon. H. L. Roche: The public is n
mentioned in the Bill.

Hon. 3. FRASER: Whether the pub
is mentioned in the Bill or not, it is deser
ing of consideration. The members of ¢
public are the people who keep the spo
going. As three sections have been respo
sihie for Luilding up trotting to its prese
standard, is it not only right and fair a
proper that those three sections should ha
a say in the control of the sport? That
what this Bill sets ont to prove. It h
been snid that the breeders, owners ar
trainers will be given control of the spo
Another member said that the Governme
will control it. But let us analyse the eco
stitution of the proposed league. Neith
of those bodies will have control of trottin
The control will be vested in the trottir
clubs of this State in conjunction with ti
Trotting Assoceiation

Hon, & B. Wood: Subject to the Mi
ister.

Hon. G. FRASER: —because of the fa
that on the league will be two members «
the Trotting Association, one member eac
from the district councils of trotting in th
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State—which will make five—and one from
the Fremantle Trotting Club—which will
make six members as against whom there
will be two members from the B.O.T.A. and
one nominee of the Government. Therefore-
how ridiculous it is for any member to say
that if the Bill is carried either the B.Q.T.A.
or the Government will control trotting! If
there were a eombination between the repre-
senfatives of those two bodies—the Govern-
went and the B.0.T.A.—they would still
have only three votes out of nine; yet mem-
bers tell us that those three will be so power-
ful as to over-ride the other gix members
representing the trotting clubs.

Hon. G. B. Wood:; Who said that?

Hon. G. FRASER: That has been sug-
gested here by different members who have
said that the B.0.T.A. is endeavouring to
get eontrol of trotting. But an analysis of
the position shows that the control will be
in the hands of the Trotting Association and
the trotting clubs, The ecomposition of the
Jesgne indicates that the three sections 1
have mentioned will heve some representa-
tion. There will be two representatives from
the B.0O.T.A., six from the trotting eclubs
and one from the Government, and the last-
mentioned will, I assume, represent the point
of view of the publiecc. I would like any
member who follows me on fhis matter to
show me wherce the eontrol of trotting has
been taken away from the trotting clubs.

Hon. G. B. Wood: I am not allowed to.

Hon. G. FRASER: I defy anyone to do
it, becanse trotting will be coantrolled hy
the clubs. There will be six representa-
tives from the clubs and the Trotting As-
sociation out of nine members on the
league. If that is not fair representation
for the controllers of the sport, I do not
know what would be. I do not know what
more they conld want. The question has
been asked: Why the alteration? An al-
teration is necessary because after many
years’ trotting in this State the principals
in the concern disagreed, with the resmlt
that the sport was denied to the publie.
‘Beeing that the principals in the sport dis-
agree, it is necessary to do something in
order that this sport may be carried on.
This Bill is an honest attempt in that
direction. At no time do I intend to de-
part from the contents of the Bill and deal
in personalities such as have been indulged
in so far, but I would issue a warning to

[COUNCIL.]

some members who may be inclined to do
so that if they wish to serve their cause
they had better leave out personalities.

Hon. G, B, Wood: Mr. Dunphy started it,

Hon. G. FRASER: If that practice is
persisted in, soreone will be seriously hurt.

Hon. G. B. Wood: The Chief Secretary
said that he ignored the report on aceount
of personalities.

Hon, (. FRASER: I would warn the
hon. member that if the Chief Secretary is
goaded into the same manner of reply that
has been nsed by some members, those per-
sons who introduced the question will he
geriously hurt. .

Hon. H. L. Roche: How do you know?

Hon. G. FRASER: I have been a fol-
lower of the game for a long time, and I
know a little bit about what has bappened.
However, to get back to the Bill. Not
many members have touched on it.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member should not say that. References
made by hon. members all had direet or
indirect bearing on the Bill. The hon.
member may proceed.

Hon. G. FRASER: The Bill sets up a
league, and six of the nine members will
be dircet representatives of the Trotting
Association and the trotting elubs, which
gives them absolute control of the sport.
Yet it has been suggested that other bodies
will obtain that control! However, I think
I have dealt sufficiently with that point.
I have examined the Bill and I would like
to ask any member to show me where it
proposes to take away from the association
or the clubs, powers that they hold today—
except in regard to the presentation of
programmes for the required authority and
matters of that deseription. The associa-
tion will earry on exactly the same in the
future as in the past in regard to racing.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: I think you are
right there.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Subjeet to the Min-
ister.

Hon. G. FRASER: They still have power
to appoint handicappers and stewards and
have fulli control of meetings.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Subject to the Min-
ister.

Hon. G. FRASER: 1 will admit it—
subject to the Minister. The Minister is re-
presented by a chairman who is responsible
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as a liaison officer between the Government
and those controlling trotting.

Hon. (. B. Wood: Read Clause 33.

Hon. G. FRASER: There are ecerfain
regulations that will have to be referred to
the Minister. I was saying that the Trotting
Associntion will still retain control, but was
that the attitude of that association to the
Fremantle Trotting Club? I interjected when
Mr. Parker was speaking last night, when
he quoted from a letter under the heading
of the Fremantle Trotting Club, and I asked
wag the letter from the committee or the
club? He admitted it was from the com-
mittee. Does he know what is the constitu-
tion of the Fremantle Trotting Club, or the
treatment that it hag received from the
Trotting Association since it was established ¥
Before trotting was first staried in Freman-
tle, o promise was made by the then presi-
dent of the Trotting Association that the
Fremantle course would be given to the Fre-
mantle Trotting Club. As the years have
gonc by, that has been denied. It is remark-
able that every member for the Fremantls
distriet will, without exception, endorse what
I am about to say, that ever since the forma-
tion of the Fremantle Trotting Club, Fre-
mantle members have received nothing but
complaintg from the committee and members
of that club regarding the treatment meted
ont to them by the parent body. Down
through the vears they have been compelled
to pay a rental—

Hion. G. B. Wood: On a point of order.
I take strong exception to the last remark
made by Mr. Fraser. I have a letter here
written to the Premier, from the Fremantle
Trotting Club.

The PRESIDENT: What is the remark
to which the hon. member takes exception?

Hon, G. B. Wood: That every member of
the Fremantle Club wanted some change of
control. This letter shows that they do not
want change of control,

The PRESIDENT : That is not a point of
order. It is a personal explanation, and I
am sure Mr. Fraser will aceept if.

Hon, G. FRASER: The hon. member did
not hear what I said. I said that every mem-
bor for the Fremantle district has received
nothing but complaints from members of
the commiteo and members of the Fremantle
Trotting Clab,

[79]

2083

Hon, G, B. Wood: Do you mean members
of Parliament?

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes.

Hoen, G. B. Wood: I thought you meant
members of the Fremantle Trotting Club.

Hon, G. FRASER: I say that members
for the district have received nothing but
complaints from the members and commit-
tec of the Fremantle Trotting Club, ever
since that clab was established. It is rather
Gilbertian to see a letter from the Fremantle
Trotting Club asking that the present control
he left as it is. The Fremantle Club com-
mittee was originally composed of seven
members elected by members of the Freman-
tle Trotting Club, They were promised cer-
tain things whick have not materialised, and
they have paid a rental for that course and
have paid interest on the improvements made
to the course, a fairly large sum, About six
or seven years ago the Trotting Association,
probably because of the Trofting Club get-
ting into finanecial difficulties, coerced the
Fremantle Trotting Club into giving the as-
sociation threp direct representatives on the
Fremantle Trotting Club eommitiee, so that
today that committee is composed of four
members clected by the members of the
Fremantle Trotting Club and three members
put there by the Trotting Association. The
lion. member might now understand why a
letter would eome from the Fremantle Club
on the lines that he has mentioned.

Hon, G. B. Wood: It is signed by the
president.

Hon. G. FRASER: Of course it is. There
are four Fremantle Trotting Club members
out of a committee of seven, and three mem-
bers belonging to the Trotling Association.
The prospect of the introduction of this
legislation has been known for some time,
but the Fremantle Trotting Club met in Sep-
tember last and this measure was never con-
gidered by that elub. Although they had
their meeling in September, their four mem-
bers, together with the three belonging to
the parent body, forwarded what was sup-
posed to represent the attitude of the club.
They do not know what is the attitude of the
club, and I defy contradiction of that state-
ment. I think the Fremantle Trotting Club
has about 70 members, but four of those
members, on the committee, in conjunction
with three from the parent body, have sent
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what they say represents the desire of the
¢lub, They do not know what that desire
is.

I do not know whether the same position
obtains rvegarding the Goldfields Trotting
Club, but we had a letter from them and
there again it was only from the committee
of the e¢lub, [ do not know how that eom-
mittee is constituted but even if the mem-
bers are all cleeted by the members of the
(+oldficlds Trotting Club, there are still only
about seven of them, and I do not think they
are in a position to say what the whole of
the membership of the club desires. They
are there to control the sport and the meet-
ings that are held and it is only fair, when
anything endangers the sport, that a general
meeting should he ealled and an expression
of opinion oblained from it. The general
meeting of members of the Fremantle Trot-
ting Club was in September, It is now
November, huil this matter was never men-
tioned at the Fremantle Trotting Club
meeting, though a few weeks later there
was a letter saying that the elub favoured
the present control. I challenge the Trot-
ting Association to call a meeting of the
Fremantle club and get the opinion of its
members. They might find »a  different
story.

Hon. H, 8, W, Parker: Are you a mem-
ber of the trotting club?

Hon. (t. FRASER: Non, and I owe no al-
legianee to it.

Hon. H. § W. Parker: I was wondering
how you knew all this.

The PRESTDENT: Order!

Hon, (i. FRASER: Because we have
hrought deputations to the Trotting As-
sociation, interceding on behalf of the Fre-
mantle Trotting Club. That is how I
know, and from the complaints made, not
only to me but to every member for the
Fremantle district, regarding the treat-
ment stated to bave heen received from the
parent hody. I know it from my long as-
sociation with trotting, as a follower, and
T am in a pesition to know what the trot-
ting public wants. It has been suggested
during the debate that a Royal Commis-
sion should be held. T am not dealing with
the notice of motion given tonight, but with
something mentioned here last night about a
Royal Commission. To hold a Roynl Com-
mission now will hold up any alteration in
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trotting for another 12 months, and I am
not prepared to do that. I want action now.
The matter has been brought before Parlia-
ment und it is onr duty to leave aside per-
sonalities and toe judge this Bill lon kts
merits. If that is done, I ask any member
who will still vote against it to give the
reason why the W.A.T.A. should he the only
racing or trotting body in Anustralia not
under legislative eontrol.

Hon, G. B. Wood: Beeause it is making
such a good job of it.

Hon. . FRASER: If any member votes
against this Bill i is up to him to pué a
case why that hody should be the star hody
in Australia,

TTon. J. Cornell: The opponents of
the Bill want a Royal Commission. Why?

Hon. G. FRASER: To stave off the evil
day for 12 inonths. The Trotting Associa-
tion has nothing to fear under this measure.
if it imagines it is going to lose eontrol and
that people who have no right will have
some say regarding its assets and so on,
that is not the ease. The tone of the debate
would lead members te believe that some
surh thing would oeceur, but [ defy anw
member to show how, if this Bill goes
through, the Trotting Association will lose
£1,

Hon. H. L. Roche:
ahout that?

Hon, G, FRASER: T think many mem-
bers are worrying about it. The principle
T am dealing with is that all trotting and
racing bhodies throughout the Common-
weialth are under legislative eontrel, with
this one exception.

The Chief Secretary:
FEmpire.

Hon. 3. B. Wood: Not under measures
such as this.

Hon. G. FRASER: Admittedly, this Bili
is different from the controlling legislation
of the W.A.T.C., hut T consider it is an
improvement on that legislation and would
he prepared to vote for a similar measure
to caver the W.A.T.C.

ITon. J. Cornell: Even the egp-producers
ave subjeet to confrol.

Hon, . FRASER: Even the paperhoys
on the streets are subject to control. Here
is a body owning thousands of pounds
worth of property, and, apart from being
under the Associations Ineorporation Act,
there is no legislation covering it.

Who is worrving

Throughout the
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Hon. G. B. Wood: Try to control foot-
ball, and see how you get on!

Hon G. FRASER: That bas been men-
tioned in the debate. Has the hon. member
cxamined the constitution of the W.A,
Foothall League?

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon. rem-
her should ignore interjections and get on
with his speech.

Hon, G, FTRASER: The football league
is governed on almost the same lines as are
get out in this Bill, with the exception that
there is no ¢hairman nominated by the Gov-
ernment. The league is governed by dele-
gates appointed by each elub, which this
Bill sets out to do for the sport of trot-
ting. Let members contradiet that if they
ean! Every other sport is governed in much

the same way. Representatives of the
various e¢lubs ave elected to control the
sport. That is practically what the
Bill geeks to accomplish with regard to trot.
ting. Tt is fair and remsonable, I support
the second reading of the Bill.

On metion by Hon. J. Cornell, debate

adjourned.

BILL—SUPREME COURT ACT
AMFENDMENT (No. 2).
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifving that it insisted on its amend-
ment No, 2,

House adjourned at 10.I7 pm,

Tegislative Assembly.

Wednesday, 21st November, 1945.
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2085

QUESTIONS.
NATIVE SERVICE PERSONNEL,

As to Removal of Disabilities.

Mr. MeDONALD asked the Minister for
the North-West:

1, Is it intended that natives who bhave
served in the Australian Defence Forees in
the recent war and who would normally be
subject to the restrictions imposed by the
Native Affairs Aet shall continue to be sub-
jeet to such restrietions?

2, In view of the considerable number of
natives who have rendered good service in
the Aunstralian Defencee Forces, is the Gov-
ernment prepared to provide for the
removal or modification of such disabilities
in the case of native service personnet?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Minister for the North-West) replied :

{1) and {2) The Government is sympa-
thetic to the cases of well deserved natives,
and if they have served honorably, and pro-
vided they do not live as nalives or associ-
ate generally with them, they may apply for
certificates of exemption or certificates of
citizenczhip, and if their applications are
suecessful they would not be subjected to
the provisions of the Native Administration
Act.

FISHING INDUSTRY.
As to Aliens and Boats,

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister
Industrial Development:

1, Is the fish supply for the metropolis
dependent upon the industry of former
eneny aliens?

2, Are there Federal and State plans as
vet to inelude Australiang in the industry?

3, Has the department on hand any ves-
sels at Willmett’s yards (Rocky Bay) sult-
able for fishing?

4, Has anything eventuated regarding the
efforts of Mr. F. E. Williams of Cottesloe
to start a fishing venture in Shark Bay?

5, If not, will he consider fitting out a
suitable vessel for use in Shark Bay on a
year’s trial manned by an Australian erew
to be worked on some share basis?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Yes, to a large extent.

2, Yes, ‘

3, Four vessels at these yards are now
being altered to the order of the State Gov-
ernment to render them sunitable for fishing.

for



